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Exploring the structure for developing practical wisdom

Yutsuko Hano

This foundational research aims to enhance the development of teaching methods
imbued with practical wisdom necessary for educators. In Japan, inquiry-based
learning is currently garnering significant attention for fostering student agency,
leading to a growing interest in enhancing teachers’ capabilities to support such
innovative methods. In this context, I revisit Sato (1993) and assess the extent to
which his argument for the practical wisdom of professional teachers remains
pertinent today. I argue that a reflective and deliberative approach, such as the
one articulated by Sato (1993), continues to be highly relevant. Furthermore, I
discuss “integrated study” (sougou gakushu) as a form of inquiry-based learning in
the Japanese cultural context, suggesting that practical wisdom can potentially be
acquired through cultural learning (Tomasello, 1999). Concluding the analysis
grounded in theories of expertise and cultural learning, we present a model for

teacher learning that facilitates the sharing of practical wisdom in teaching.
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