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How Should We Evaluate the Movement
to Make the Subway Accessible to All?:

Significance from Today’s Perspective

Shunsuke Hirono

The purpose of this study is to reevaluate the movement to make the subway accessible to
all. The movement to make the subway accessible to all refers to the movement led by
physically disabled people who demanded the installation of elevators during the construction of
the Kyoto Municipal Subway. Although there have been previous studies on this movement, the
data for the basis of the movement were weak. In this study, we obtained documents that were
shared in the movement and clarified the process of the movement.

Currently, problems surrounding the mobility and transportation of people with disabilities
are becoming more serious. In this context, the case of the movement discussed in this paper
was reevaluated as being significance even today in that it involved not only disabled people but
also other minorities such as the elderly and women in the movement, and in the process of the
movement, there was awareness of the existence of people with more severe disabilities.

Key words: Kyoto City, Subway, Disabled movement, Elevator
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