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ABSTRACT

Culture Wars over Critical Race Theory
in the Modern Era

Emi Tsukamoto

Critical Race Theory (CRT), introduced as an academic concept and
interdisciplinary social movement in the United States in the 1970s by lawyers,
legal scholars, and activists, was heavily criticized, attacked, and denied by
Republicans and their supporters leading up to the 2020 presidential election.
It once again attracted attention and became the target of ridicule. Although
CRT has given the grounds for racial equality within the legal system through
the rise of the civil rights movement in the 1960s, even today, it has not yet
solved social structural inequality based on race. While it has been considered
framework for an interdisciplinary explanation of the difficulty of eliminating
inequality, it has been heavily criticized by conservative experts and their
supporters.

This paper examines the arguments within the culture war over CRT in
the modern era, which tend to be seen as setbacks in race relations within
American society. It focuses on the central concepts of CRT and reviews their
backgrounds, important arguments, challenges, and advancements found in the
fights over racial division within CRT in modern times. While CRT research in
Japan examines the background of the creation and development of legal
research, discussions among experts, and their significance, this paper focuses
on the background and practice that brings up the controversial debate that is
the “invented” or distorted controversy over CRT in modern times, which has
spread beyond purely academic discussions to political struggles involving the
general audience.

As the key to grasping the nature of CRT and the reality of the CRT
controversy, this paper considers the crucial arguments in the following three
unique classifications. (1) “Legal inquiry” aimed at dismantling social bias and
discrimination as the starting point of CRT, (2) “Psychological inquiry” as

responsibility for individuals who are complicit in the structure of
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discrimination, and (3) Organizing the discussion within the framework of
“political struggle” as social resistance. This paper aims to clarify what the
“invented” controversy over CRT in modern times is, explore what it means,
and explore the current state of racial relations in America.

Finally, this paper illustrates that the CRT controversy transcended
academic boundaries and expanded to the masses as a cultural and political
struggle. Rather than rehashing old arguments, the opposing sides increased
the number of new commentators and supporters as a familiar debate.
Whether they are the CRT scholars or those who criticize them or woke vs
anti-woke people, both sides have the function of reshaping what society
should be in an intentional or unintentional manner. That is how it can be
interpreted from a macro perspective. Even though it is an uncomfortable
cultural struggle that highlights differences as the essential issue of diversity,
this democratic struggle that goes a step further into racial relations is
uplifting. The fight against the anti-woke movement continues amid the need
for social consensus building in which diverse individual perspectives are

peacefully included.






