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Toru Terada’s View of Shusei Tokuda

Hideho Ipa

Keywords: literary criticism, Japanese literature, novels

Toru Terada (1915-1995) was both a literary critic and a scholar of French
literature. He ranked as a critic after Hideo Kobayashi (1902-1983), who
greatly influenced Terada.

In this article the author dealt with what Toru Terada thought of Shusei
Tokuda (1871-1943) and also with Terada’s own literary position. Terada
made clear in Shusei’s later novels (Kaso-jinbutsu [A Disguised Person]
and Shukuzu [A Microcosm of Human Life]) the agony caused by insatiable
lust and also thought that Shusei was a non-intellectual. When he published
his article on Shusei Tokuda, Terada himself got divorced and also got
remarried — he himself worried about a relationship with his partner. This
article showed a relationship between Terada’s sympathy for Shusei Tokuda

and his own personal life.





