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From our distant vantage point, Fielding disappears from view from early
July until late September 1748. He may have journeyed to Worcestershire to
visit Lyttelton, the patron of Tom Jones, at Hagley Park, where, in late
August, Pitt also made one of the company. From Hagley it would be an
easy journey to Radway Grange, Warwickshire, the home of Lyttelton’s
friend Sanderson Miller (1717-80), . . . According to a pleasant tradition in
Miller's family, it was during a visit to Radway Grange that Fielding read
aoud from Tom Jones to a group including Lyttelton, Pitt, and Miller—in
order to sound their opinion of the manuscript before submitting it to the
printers. . .(Battestin, 441)
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.. .though my distemper was now turned to a deep jaundice; in which case
the Bath waters are generally reputed to be almost infallible. But | had the

most eager desire of demolishing this gang of villains and cut-throats, . . %
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Plate 63 The Conjurers (1753), showing Elizalseth Canning, Fielding. Sir Criep Gascoyne, e, Jahn HHIL and Mary Squises,
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Fielding's Ardent Fight against Diseases: the Conflict

between his Creative Power and Chronic IlIness

Tatehiko NocucH!

Key words: Fielding, Bath, gout, dropsy

Judged from the drawing by William Hogarth, Henry Fielding seems a

man of not fragile but robust constitution, although he suffered chronically
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from gout. Asto hisfood and drink, he has been believed to be quite liberal
in his diet and used to freely drink in his earlier years. The tough
consgtitution with which nature endowed Fielding began to show signs of
strain as early as the winter of 1741-42; to cure gout, he would make
repeated visits to Bath to take baths or drink the waters. In spite of all the
treatments he received there as well as in London, Fielding died of liver
cirrhosisin Lisbon in October 1754.

As for his wide company, based upon the rather general statements of his
biographers, Fielding could keep in touch with the doctors of his former
acquaintances through his painful experiences with of his own or his
family’s treatment. Among London doctors whom Fielding was under
treatment for his chronic illness were Dr. John Ranby, George II's chief
surgeon; William Hunter, Fielding's close friend; Joshua Ward of whom
Fielding used to make fun but whose trochar was used to tap the fluid which
distended Fielding's belly as a treatment for his dropsy; and Drs Thomas
Brewster and Edward Harrington, classified as Bath doctors. As far as the
time order of histreatment is concerned, it may be suggested that in the first
or second stages of Fielding’'s illness, Bath doctors could make a
contribution toward curing him; he was able to visit Bath from London, in
spite of its being a long journey overland of one hundred and sixteen miles,
spanning three days by carriage.

As hinted above, the process of disease was related to the time of his
being a dramatist, a journalist, a novelist and a justice of the peace, and
according to David Garrick, a well known Shakespeare actor at that time,
the dramatist was immobilized by the gout even in his twenties. During his
days as journalist and novelist, his chronic illness, especially in winter,
would occasionally prevent him from writing fiction, though it seemed as if
Fielding kept his mind on his creative activities without any nervous
disturbances, considering all that he achieved during this time. It is during
his time as a magistrate that Fielding faced the final stages of his diseases,
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cirrhosis as well as gout, asthma and jaundice. Being in an appalling state
of health, Fielding could no longer manage to visit Bath for treatment, but
finally resolved to seek warmer climate abroad.

Those who have read Fielding's last work, The Journey of a VVoyage to
Lisbon, might be surprised at the amount of the fluid that distended his belly
every time, due to the treatment for his dropsy, and at his trial of dosing a
half-pint of tar-water twice a day, according to Bishop Berkeley’s
prescription. Throughout this hard struggle with illnesses, however,
Fielding was absorbed in playing his roles of dramatist, journalist and
justice of the peace at every stage of life. We have reason to suppose that it
is his fighting spirit which, as a man of resolve, Fielding carries off through
the ordeal of his struggle with chronic illness, never acknowledging having
been defeated at all.



