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It was apparently an idea, rather than a passion, that inspired Lord Uplandtowers’ resolve to win her.
Nobody ever knew when he formed it. or whence he got his assurance of success in the face of her

manifest dislike of him.
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In the pause which followed, the ticking of the clock in the hall seemed to grow loud; and he turned a
little aside to remove the mask. She breathlessly awaited the operation, which was one of some tediousness,
watching him one moment, averting her face the next; and when it was done she shut her eyes at the
hideous spectacle that was revealed. A quick spasm of horror had passed through her; but though she
quailed she forced herself to regard him anew, repressing the cry that would naturally have escaped from

her ashy lips. Unable to look at him longer, Barbara sank down on the floor beside her chair, covering

her eyes.
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