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“but v_owma do not waste ‘amo: at this time in trying to bring all the associations to that standard. There are a

good many men in the work who are as keen on these points as you and I are but they do not all see as we do
perhaps. (fhl%) You are not the first one that has advocated a more radical stand. Others too have wished for deeper
‘impressions in this line but they have realized, as you will, that there are many currents running in Japanese life which
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we must take into account. It is because things are different here that we do not try every thing that would work at

home. * (FH#i%)
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“The principal seemed surprised that I could not accept such terms: that I considered the work

of character-building more important than that of imparting English idioms. And when I had made

that definite, he urged me to resign from the school, to avoid the embarrassment of discharge.

But this, also, T could not do: since I felt' a principle was at stake, If I should resign, the matter
would end:quietly, instead of supplying a- “test-case” as to whether teachers hire out their souls, as

well as their time and -energies for certain specified work. And this was not so slight a question as
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it might seem, since the Y. M. C. A. at Tokyo was continually being asked to nominate American
college men as English teachers for government schools in various parts of the Empire.

Therefore, the inevitable occurred, and at the end of my second year’s contract, I was informed

that no new contract could be made. I asked for, and received, a signed statement from the

principal, which definitely stated that the cause of my dismissal was my influencing the students
toward Christianity. It read :——

“To whom it may concern:

“This is to certify that Myr. Williasm Merrell Vories has been a teacher of English in the Shiga
Ken Prefectural Commercial School since February, 1905, and that his instruction and discipline have
v%x_ entirely satisfactory. His dismissal is dne to the objections of citizens of this Ken, most of
whom are Buddhists, to his teaching the Bible and influencing the students toward Christianity.

‘ Signed’ Y. L,

“Principal”
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