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The point is that the State is not equivalent to community, that the political association does not include and can
not control the whole life of men. The State is seen to be not community but a peculiarly authoritative association
within it. The State is determinate, a closed organisation of social life; community is indeterminate, an everevolving
system spreading beyond and only partially controlled within the definite framework of any State. That framework
gives to the portion of community which it encloses a certain unity and definition, but neither cuts it off from a
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wider community of which it is essentially part nor within that portion substitutes its own external mode of action,
its necessity, for the spontaneity that is the mark of all life, social and other.

Social life can no longer in practice and should no longer in theory be summed up in political life, The individual
should not be summed up in his citizenship, otherwise the claim of citizenship will itself become a tyranny and its
essential moral value be lost. Mclver, Community.
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