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It swa but a few days before the time at which these circumstances were told ‘me that she was gathering
some vegetables for her repast, when she heard the cottage-door, which faced the garden, suddenly open. A
stranger came out, and seemed to be looking eagerly and wildly around. He was dressed in seamen’s
clothes, was emaciated and ghastly pale, and bore the air of one broken by sickness and hardships. He saw
her and hastened towards her, but his steps were faint and faltering ; he sank on his knees before her and
sobbed like a child. The poor woman gazed upon him with a vacant and wandering eye. “Oh, my dear!
dear mother! don’t you know your son? your poor boy, George?” It was, indeed, the wreck of her once
noble lad, who, shattered by wounds, by sickness and foreign imprisonment, had, at length, dragged his
- wasted limbs homeward, to repose among the scenes of his childhood. (“The Widow and Her Son”, The
Sketch Book.)
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