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This dissertation provides an overview of Chinese American activism during the Cold Wgr—Civil Rights
Movement period. At the same time, it re-examines the history of Chinese Americans from the perspective of
Chinese American activism. In conventional works of Chinese American history in the Cold War years, the
relationship between Chinese American activism and African American movements has been largely
overlooked. Some scholars even assert that Chinese American activist movements did not exist before the Asian
American Movement of the early 1970s. This dissertation builds on the work of Him Mark Lai to intervene in
these arguments.

Lar’s study, Chinese American Transnational Politics, importantly uses a transnational approach to
narrate Chinese American political history and highlights important aspects of Chinese American activism.
Lai’s discussion stressing the importance of the Cold War, however, ends in the latter half of the 1950s and, he
does not examine the interactions between Chinese American activism and African American movements
during succeeding decades. By employing a transnational approach to Chinese American activism and carefully
analyzing various primary resources such as Chinese American community newspapers written both in Chinese
and in English, official documents, newsletters of Chinese American activist organizations, and oral history

mterviews with Chinese American activists, I attempt to clarify the dynamic process through which Chinese



American activist movements changed from engaging in spheres of transnational Chinese struggles to fighting
for justice and the interests of their own community in the United States, and finally to becoming an integral
part of the Asian American Movement.

This dissertation makes a substantial contributions in the fields of Chinese American Studies, Asian
American Studies, African American Studies and American Studies from the following 5 points:

Firstly, chapter 1 and chapter 2 of this dissertation provides a descriptive analysis of Chinese American
activism and the factors which led to the eventual invisibility of their history. My research demonstrates that
activism had long been a salient component of the Chinese American community, but has been overlooked by
the majority of scholars who rely on the “model minority”” approach to deal with Chinese American history in
the Cold War years.

Secondly, it is no exaggeration to say that no work explores how Chinese Americans reacted to the
African American Civil Rights Movement and the succeeding Black Power Movement. In this dissertation, in
order to examine the Chinese Americans’ responses to the above-mentioned African American movements, [
choose the Chinese American community press as a source and a vehicle because the community press reflected
the different views of community members regarding historical events occurring in American society.

Thirdly, my research challenges the argument that the younger generation of Asian American activists
emerged under the influence of African American movements eventually forming the Asian American
Movement, and develops another history: African American activists established transnational ties with Chinese
communists via Chinese American old leftists, transmitted the Chinese communist revolutionary theories to
Aftican American communities and finally spread those theories to Chinese American communities and
empowered Chinese American new leftists. Thus, this dissertation also contributes to a new perception of the

African American Civil Rights Movement from the perspective of Chinese American activism.



Fourthly, this project uncovers the role that Tang Mingzhao played in the process of coordinating the
“people’s diplomacy” of China, which built a bridge for the establishment of transnational ties between the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and African American activists and helped to spread Maoism and the CCP’s
ideology abroad.

Finally, this dissertation explores how the Chinese American activist movement helped transform and

reform the identities of the Chinese in America from being overseas Chinese to being Chinese Americans,
and also contributed to the formation of Asian American identity through the emergence of the Asian

American Movement.



