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The purpose of this study is to examine the progression of Multicultural to Intercultural Education in
the prospect of sustaining social cohesion in one of the Small Island Developing States, namely Mauritius.
Multicultural and Intercultural Education are two major educational pedagogies that came into existence in
multicultural societies. Both concepts share many characteristics, but their outcomes are different. Both
share the suffix, ‘culture’ which can be defined as a set of customs, beliefs, values and lifestyles shared by a
particular group of people. Multicultural education fosters the understanding of the various cultural groups,
and Intercultural Education promotes positive interaction between these diverse cultural groups.

The literature review analyzed the emergence and progression of the two pedagogies while
focusing on similarities and differences between the two. The purpose of the case study is to explore the
implementation of the practices of Multicultural and Intercultural education as part of fostering social
cohesion in Mauritius. Qualitative data was collected through interviews and a survey which has been
conducted to 300 trainees at the Mauritius Institute of Education to examine and analyze their perceptions of
Multicultural and Intercultural Education. The study will enable to gain insight on the teacher-trainees
understanding of both pedagogies and how it is incorporated in their training and practices as well as to
measure their intercultural competences. A content analysis of the National Curriculum Framework (NCF),
Teacher Training Program and educational report were also conducted. The results from the research will
generate a recommendation for the field of teacher-training which will suggest combining both multicultural
and intercultural pedagogies to prepare teachers as the advocate of ‘social cohesion’ based on the theoretical
framework of Allport and Vygotsky.

The research is divided into six chapters. Chapter 1 introduces the setting of the research and

provides an overview of the research methodology. Chapter 2 discusses the body of literature available.



Chapter 3 introduces Mauritius as a multicultural society and the emergence of its educational system.
Besides this chapter highlights the vulnerabilities of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and focuses
on the possibilities of implementing Intercultural education in SIDS. Chapter 4 analyses the NCF, the
Teacher Training Program and the report on the Situation Analysis of Education for Sustainable
Development at School Level and the structured interviews. Chapter 5 presents the empirical data. This
chapter attempts to present the data obtained from the survey which was conducted at the M.LE. Chapter 6
will lead to the analysis of the data obtained and recommendations will be made in relation to the drawbacks
brought to light through the analysis chapter. Finally, a conclusion will be provided at the end of the

research.



