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Paris, Vietnam, and London — Punk and the Human Body

Tetsuya TAGUCHI
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Almost three decades after the emergence and disappearance of Punk,
this seemingly dadaist, iconoclastic attempt to deconstruct the
commercialized rock’n’'roll can be interpreted in many ways. In fact, much
has been said about it from purely esthetic to psycho-analytic viewpoints.
Semiotic interpretations were also rampant, but the fact that Punk was
intrinsically an expression using human bodies and directly appealing to
them undermines these assumptions. What | attempt to show in this paper
is the following 1) how our bodily consciousness is predetermined and
programmed in the social context as exemplified in a Marxist linguistic
discourse, 2) how the shift in the 1970s of the capitalist paradigm affected
our bodily consciousness, and 3) how the above can be examined and
illustrated through the representations of Punk performances, particularly by
paying special attention to the case of the Sex Pistals.



