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Thomas Mann reading Don Quijote
—interms of Spanish Literature

Kenji INaMOTO
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Cervantes Saavedra, Don Quijote dela Mancha

[Summary]

Thomas Mann's personal data, picked up from his diary and arranged in a
chronological order, show us another reality, not found in his travel writing
Voyage with Don Quijote, about his reading of Cervantes's master piece.
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Mann was not interested in the first part but only in the second part of Don
Quijote, which he was reading just when he started for New York in a
luxury liner. This fortunate coincidance drove him to spread, in his above-
mentioned work, the praise of the founder of a modern novel born in Spain,
filling the work with comments on episodes selected from Don Quijote,
most of which are found in its second part he read on board. His temporary
passion for Cervantes's novel had already disappeared when he finished the
travel writing. In this respect, we had better not feature Cervantes's
influence on Thomas Mann, at least, in such a degree that schalors have
donetill today.



