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SUMMARY

Prayer is the most important channel between men/women and God, and through prayer they
express their deep thanks, sincere repentance and genuine wish before God. Therefore prayer
isindispensablein our religious life. In the New Testament Jesus often prays by himself, and
teaches what we call “the Lord's prayer” to his disciples as amodel for their prayer.

Through the statistical analysis of verbs and nouns concerning prayer in the four Gospels we
find that the Gospel of John alone does not use these words. Thisis one of the interesting facts
in studying theological ideas in the evangelists. On the other hand, Luke tells us that Jesus
prays often in many and important settings of his life, although Matthew and Mark do not
mention Jesus' prayer in some synoptic parallel passages. This means that Luke has a
“theology of prayer” which functions to support Luke's whole work of the Gospel. By careful
exegetical study of the passages where Jesus' prayer is mentioned, we find that in Luke Jesus
prayer is related to his suffering, pointing toward his crucifixion. In other passages of Luke
where Jesus teaches about prayer Luke suggests the problem of the delay of eschatology can
be solved through the persistent prayer of the believers.
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