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Auden told a reporter that he saw one hopeful prospect from the “muddle’ in
Europe; a genera realization that violent revolution is an impotent as violent
war. Said he: “In America nationalism doesn’t mean anything; there are only

human beings. That's how the future must be. . . .
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“| consider that during a war of this gravity the duty of a writer who has no
official post is to make himself until further orders into the form of a zero and

to pass that ring over the finger of France. . . ."%
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But who can live for long
In an euphoric dream?

Out of the mirror they stare,
Imperialism’sface

And the international wrong.
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Nobuo Ayukawa and Shin-Ryodo (5)
Akira NAkAl

Key Words: Japanese modernist movement in the 1930's, Nobuo Ayukawa,
Shin-Ryodo (Poetry Journal), Serupan (Monthly Journal edited
by Y ukio Haruyama), W. H. Auden.

Following the “Parco Polo Bridge Accident” in July 1937, the existing
Cabinet Intelligence Unit was remodelled into the Intelligence Committee
in September, one of the first projects of which was to hold the prize for a
marching song, along with the promotion of the National Mabilising Bill.
“The Patriotic March” was released by six record companies in late
December. Thus, the year 1938 opened with another national anthem.

Commissioned to do a travel book about the East, W. H. Auden and
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Christopher Isherwood decided to write on the “war” in China. They left
Marseilles in January 1938, arriving at Hong Kong on 28 February, while,
in Tokyo, Ayukawa, a newly enlisted member of “Shin-Ryodo,” was
looking forward to seeing his first poem in the March number. He then set
on poems to follow, each subtitled “A Part of the Asia Series,” with patches
of indirect reference to the war in a satirical vein, which was the general
tactic of the Shin-Ryodo coterie. The National Mobilising Act was enforced
on 5 May.

“Serupan” searched for the reportages by Auden and Isherwood from
China in The New Statesman and Nation and The New Republic
respectively. Introducing Isherwood's “The War in China,” (NSN, 25 June
1938) in its September issue, Haruyama noted that those “champions of
modern literature” now in Hankou were visiting Japan. And they did: they
left Shanghai on 12 June and, on their way back home via Vancouver and
New York, stayed in Tokyo on the seventeenth of the month, but in
September they werein London, without having met any Japanese poet.

Under the shortage of information from abroad, “Serupan” and “ Shin-
Ryodo” longed for new trends in literature, particularly that of Auden and
his group. Auden’s " September: 1939” was found in the NR (28 Oct. 1939),
and immediately translated in the January number of “ Shin-Ryodo” in 1940.
And other than Connolly’s “The Ivory Shelter” in the NSN (8 Oct. 1939)
trandlated in the February number of “Serupan”, there was another small
article, in The Time magazine (30 Oct. 1939), to tell about Auden’s “exile’.
“Shin-Ryodo” published its trandation in the February number. A passage
reads:

Auden told a reporter that he saw one hopeful prospect from the
“muddle” in Europe; a general redlization that violent revolution is an
impotent as violent war. Said he: “In America nationalism doesn’t
mean anything; there are only human beings. That's how the future
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must be. . . "

This would make a complementary note to Auden’s new poem. Auden, an
“Exiled Thucydides,” sang in the country of “democracy”:

The lights must never go out,
The music must always play

In July the “New Order Movement” was declared by the cabinet, and the
Japan-Germany-Italy alliance was to be signed in September. Ayukawa, in
a country where “nationalism means everything,” responded in his “Inei
(Shadow)” dated 30 August 1940:

But | wish the music always played
Someone whispersin a husky voice

Along with the cabinet program the “Imperial Rule Assistance
Association” was established in October, and in December the Intelligence
Committee was again remodelled into the Intelligence Bureau. Almost all
branches of socio-political arrangements were restructured, and literature
was not an exception.

After several meetings the Japan Poets Association was founded in
December. The Tokyo Poets Club (founded in February 1936, and now
comprising some active members from Shin-Ryodo) disbanded itself to take
part in the association. The first article of its “platform” defined the
function of poets: to devote themselves to the creation of a sublime national
spirit. To celebrate its inauguration, the Poets Festival was held on the 30
January 1941.

It was in September 1940 that Haruyama was dismissed from “Serupan”.
He then concentrated his energy on “Shin-Ryodo”, but it was already in its



90 oooocooo

final stage. “Shin-Ryodo”, inaugurated in May 1937 to establish a new
country for poetry, ended with the April issue of 1941.

After the outbreak of war in December, the Patriotic Meeting of Men of
Literature proposed yet another association, which, with the aid of the
Intelligence Bureau, was to be realized, in May 1942, as the Patriotic
Association for Japanese Literature. The Japan Poets Association was
disbanded to form a Poetry Division of the Association. In October
Ayukawa was conscripted, and left for Sumatra in the south sea in April
1943.

On 3 May 1947, the Constitution of Japan became effective. To his
“America’ Ayukawa put the date “5.30,1947."

The lights must never go out
The music must play on
“America. . .."

Suddenly | glow white

| get excited, cannot stop

Having gone through the “muddle,” Auden’s lines were now echoing in a
new country of democracy where “nationalism doesn’t mean anything.”



