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Abstract

The Internet has a great many resources for students interested in
studying abroad, both for Japanese students going to other countries, and for
students from other countries coming to Japan. Universities and other
institutions, government departments, and so on, all post information on
web sites that are useful to those interested in studying abroad. Individuals
post information about their own experiences and/or information intended
to help othersinterested in studying abroad.

In order to make it easier to find such resources, | have made the web
page “Study Abroad” (http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/online/
www/study.htm) (Appendix A). This web page includes links to 1) a
Japanese resource (which is a link to another web page which has links of
web resources written in Japanese), 2) useful sites in English, 3) articles
about studying abroad, 4) organizations and governmental offices, 5)
resources, 6) tests, 7) institutions, 8) reports and projects by Doshisha
University students, 9) learning materials on studying in the US, 10)
academic English, 11) traveling abroad, and 12) information for non-
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Japanese students.

In this paper, | have described each section of the web resource. In
addition, | have explained how the resource can be used effectively, and
which parts of the resource can be useful for avariety of purposes.

I ntroduction

In order to study abroad, students need to find a great deal of information
about the institution where they will study; the city, region, and country
where that school is located; the school year; academic information;
scholarship information; living expenses; exchange rates; climate;
transportation; daily life; visa requirements; language requirements; proof
of language proficiency, etc.

Nowadays, there are many Internet sites related to studying abroad, both
for Japanese people interested in going abroad and non-Japanese people
who are interested in coming to Japan. | have compiled a list of links to
many of them, in addition to writing articles and learning materials for
students who want to study abroad. | have made the web page “ Study
Abroad” (http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/online/www/study.htm)
(Appendix A) which has links to those resources. This is a guide to show
how to use the Internet effectively to find such resources. On-line resources
are particularly helpful, because users can search for information, navigate
through links, and look up information just by changing screens. In
addition, web pages can be updated more easily than printed materials.

Though the web page | have made is for both Japanese who go abroad to
study and non-Japanese who come to Japan, it is more useful for the former,
and some information is particularly intended for Doshisha University
students who are planning to participate in the university's exchange student
programs.
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Organization of “ Study Abroad”

This web page includes links to 1) a Japanese resource (which isalink to
another web page which has links of web resources written in Japanese), 2)
useful sites in English, 3) articles about studying abroad, 4) organizations
and governmental offices, 5) resources, 6) tests, 7) institutions, 8) reports
and projects by Doshisha University students, 9) learning materials on
studying in the US, 10) academic English, 11) traveling abroad, and 12)
information for non-Japanese students.

1. The Japanese web page

“Ryugaku” (http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/Japanese/library/
resource/abroad/) (Appendix B) has links to resources written in Japanese.
The contents are: useful information, information about different countries,
embassies, organizations for international exchange, traveling abroad, cheap
international phone calls, free e-mail, university programs related to
international exchange, and study abroad resources for Doshisha University
students. Students can get overall information about studying in various
countries, particularly about universities where Doshisha University sends
exchange students.

2. Useful Sites

This section includes information on time, exchange rates, weather,
Internet domains, school calendars, universities, and language schools. For
students planning to go abroad, these sites include a great deal of valuable
information.

3. Articlesabout Studying Abroad
These articles were written for students who are thinking about studying
abroad. There are seven articles which explain American higher education,
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studying abroad and the Internet, studying in an American university, using
university libraries, the differences between American and British higher
education, and the benefits of three types of studying abroad.

4. Organizations and Gover nmental Offices

This section is a list of links to organizations and governmenta offices
related to studying abroad, such as embassies, associations of language
schools, educational exchange organizations, and Departments or Ministries
of Education. Students can get information from these organizations and
offices. They are organized by country or region: Australia, Canada,
Ireland, Japan, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the
United States, and Europe.

5. Resour ces

This section includes various types of information which students may
need. There are some general resources, such as guides to studying abroad
and links pages related to studying abroad, as well as some resources for
certain regions or countries. The latter has the following categories. Asia,
Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States, and South Korea. This
section includes commercial resources and other resources for studying and
traveling.

6. Tests

Since some institutions require test scores as part of their application
process, | have included links to information about the GRE, GMAT,
IELTS, TOEFL, and SAT in “Tests.” The GRE and GMAT are required by
many American graduate schools. Most English-speaking institutions
require non-native English speakers to provide IELTS or TOEFL scores to
show their English language proficiency. The United Kingdom, Ireland,
Australia, and New Zealand generally require IELTS, and American and
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Canadian universities require TOEFL.

7. Ingtitutions

This section links the pages of many universities all over the world, or
connects to links pages for universities in certain regions or countries. The
first part of this section has the general links pages, and then there are links
classified by country. There are some lists of individual institutions, which
have some useful resources for people who are considering studying there.

8. Reportsand Projects by Doshisha Students

One Doshisha student has written a report on her experience studying in
Australia. Some students have made web pages to help people who are
considering studying at a certain university in a certain country. Those are
listed in “Reports and Projects by Doshisha University Students.” They are
very helpful for students who are considering studying at those universities.
There are more projects found at http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/
class/practicum/.

Doshisha University students made some web pages for non-Japanese
people to come to Japan to study, do business, to live, and to do sightseeing.
They are at http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/library/student/japan.htm.
Also some Doshisha University students have made web pages for non-
Japanese people who want to study the Japanese language and understand
aspects of Japanese culture, which are included in the section for non-
Japanese people.

9. Learning Materialson Studyingin the US

This section includes five articles which are from textbooks that | have
co-authored. They are explanations about an American college, taking
classes at a college, living in at college dormitory, and experiences of
Japanese students in the United States and on an American college campus.
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The articles about Japanese students' experiences studying abroad were
written from the point of view of Japanese students as they experienced new
things in the United States, so they are easy for Japanese students to
understand, and they can learn about studying abroad from the point of view
of someone who has experienced it.

10. Academic English

This section is another resource | have made, which can be found at
http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/class/material/academic.htm
(Appendix C). It includes valuable information for students who want to
study abroad. It includes information about how to evaluate resources,
plagiarism, fields of study, search tools, study skills, research, writing
research papers, writing, resources, and making web pages.

11. Traveling Abroad

This page (http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/japanese/online/
overseas.htm) is made for Japanese scholars and business people interested
in traveling abroad, particularly to the United States, the UK, and European
countries (Appendix D). Thus it includes both English and Japanese
resources, and probably more Japanese ones.

This web page includes very practical resources for traveling, including
information about obtaining plane tickets; transportation such as trains,
buses, ships, €tc., in various countries; finding night accommodations and
even making reservations, major airports; and other helpful information for
traveling.

12. For Non-Japanese Students

This section is for non-Japanese people who come to Japan for study,
business, or sightseeing. There are many Doshisha student projects to help
those people enjoy staying in Japan, and study better or do business more
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effectively.

Those projects include information about studying the Japanese language,
studying at Japanese universities, various places in Japan, entertainment,
famous places, avoiding problems, eating, etc.

This section also includes links on Japanese culture and language that
could be helpful to non-Japanese people to study Japan. “Japan and
Japanese Language” (http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/online/www/
japan.htm), which | made, is linked, and it covers learning Japanese
language, gateways for various types of information, culture, the Japanese
language, Japanese literature, libraries, mailing lists, newspapers.
magazines, TV and radio; movies, organizations, resources, teachers’
homepages, learning material, college associations, university Japanese
programs, Japanese programs in Japan, and food. (Appendix E) These links
are beneficial for non-Japanese people who live or stay in Japan.

Using “ Study Abroad” Effectively

Japanese students who have just started thinking about the possibility of
studying abroad should read the articles about studying abroad, particularly
“Why Don’'t You Study Abroad?’ which explains three different types of
studying abroad and their advantages and disadvantages in “3. Articles.”
Other articles explain higher education in the United States and Britain. If
you are interested in studying abroad, the learning materials are interesting
and informative as well as giving you a chance to read English.

The Japanese resources “Ryugaku” include explanations about
educational systems and universities in various countries, and they are very
informative for students who are trying to decide what English-speaking
country they want to study in. There are great differences among the United
States, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Australia.

The web pages of organizations and government offices provide various
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resources and information, and students who are interested in studying
abroad should skim this information. While you might not need the
information right away, it may later be useful, so you should know what
kinds of resources are available.

Choosing the institution where you study is a big and important decision.
Fortunately, most institutions have well developed web sites, and you can
find amost all the information you need. One way of comparing institutions
is to make a chart. You can list the institutions down the left side and
characteristics of the institutions across the top (for example, the size of the
institution, the courses of interest to you, or whatever isimportant to you in
choosing an institutions). You can fill in the chart with information from
web pages. That way, you can choose the five ingtitutions that best fit your
priorities. Then you can send e-mails to them to collect more information or
begin the application process.

“Reports and Projects by Doshisha Students” might be helpful in
deciding what kind of information you need to look for. Students have made
web pages with information they thought might be useful, and most of them
are well done. One problem might be that some of the information might
become outdated, since they will not be revised.

If you are considering getting into a degree program, you need to take
TOEFL or IELTS depending on which country you are going to. Y ou need
good scores before you apply for admission. You should check the
schedule, etc., for those tests, and take them as soon as possible.

After you decide to go abroad for study, | strongly suggest that you study
academic English. Writing essays and research papers is particularly
important, so you need to learn about doing research and writing a paper.
“Academic English” section has resources that will help you in this area.

“Reference Materials for Students and Researchers’ (http:/ilc2.doshisha.
ac.jp/users/kkitao/online/www/referenc.htm) has valuable resources.
Resources for writing and search sites are particularly important for the
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students who are going abroad to study.

“Useful Sites” and “Traveling Abroad” have very practical sites where
you can get alot of information about traveling and living abroad. Some of
these sites might be interesting for students in general. They might spark an
interest in studying abroad if students use them to study English. When
students are ready to go, they can use these sites to make travel plans, etc.

For non-Japanese people, web pages by Doshisha students are interesting
and informative. Keiko Schneider’s “Japanese language learning tools on
Web" isvery extensive, and you will find a great many useful sites.

My “Japan and Japanese Language” also has a great deal of information
that you may need to know about Japan, Japanese culture, and Japanese
language. | have included some information about language and university
programs as well as universities.

Conclusion

| hope resources | have made and collected here are valuable for students
who are considering going abroad to study and people who have come or
will come to Japan from abroad.

Notes

This work was funded by Doshisha University’s Research Promotion Fund, 2000-
2001, and a Grant-in-Aid for Exploratory Research, 1999-2001, from the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science.

This web resource is a part of Online Resources: On-Line Resources and Journals:
ELT, Linguistics, and Communication (http://ilc2.doshisha.ac.jp/users/kkitao/online/).

This web resource was initiated in 1996 at Lancaster University, and it has been
updated several times since then. | completely renewed these web pages in May 2002.
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| would like to express my deep appreciation to S. Kathleen Kitao, who has helped in
creating this resource and in updating it.

Appendix A

Study Abroad

Table of Contents

1 Japanese Section
2 Useful Sites
3 Articles
4 QOrganizations and Governmental Offices
5 Resources

Asia

Canada

The United Kingdom

The United States

South Korea
6 Tests
7 Ingtitutions
8 Reports and Projects by Doshisha Students
9 Learning Materials on Studying in the US
10 Academic English
11 Traveling Abroad (Japanese and English are mixed.)
12 For Non-Japanese Students

Japan and Japanese Language
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Appendix C

Academic English

Table of Contents

Fields of Study
Resources

Search Tools
Evaluating the Source
Study Skills

Writing

Research

Research Paper
Plagiarism

Making Web Pages
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Appendix E
Japan and Japanese L anguage
Table of Contents
Learning Japanese GateNay§forVar|ous Culture Japanese Jepanese Literature
Language Information Language
_ L Newspapers. Magazines, . _—
Libraries Mailing Lists TV, and Redio Movies Organizations
, ) ) ., | College University Japanese
Resources Teachers Homepages | Teaching/Learning Material Associations Programs
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Food
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