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Coclh WAVE lor donnie Burk

The aky will bz the skim I uase
on the tentpole of nyself
I am carrying the bed on my back
and the child is our grandmother
We Lry to remember what we think
it should be like
Tes, that was our belief in the
neglnning

& now we belisve it still
thers between the rap & the roof
aspinning connectlions
making correcticns
With a hypodermic needle
I removed snough blood from my wvelns
to fill a perfume bottle w/ the Blood
of a Post
& shy Japanese approaches Edouard Rediti
in a gay bar and says, "Kingaize?
In Hew Guinea you can find
both bropics & tundra
Under the brim of your straw hat
you decipher the Hediterranean coast
Thrice chosen we ares finally set frae,

9 & Cu:‘l.:.r.wﬁ'
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Z0OCCO CHICO PROVERE

It you are my enemy,
| kill you for money.
If you are my friend,
| kill you for nothing.

Tangier 1930
IRA COHEN

NAPKIN NOTE

| was dreaming of great first lines,
the book was before me—
| could read it all.
Then 100 Years of Sclitude
fell into the bathtub &
John Brandi called, waking
me up.
“My trigger finger is itchy,”
sSpoken in unison by a chorus
of Japanese women, that's
whal it will take 1o put me
back to sleep il repeated enough
times.
I might as well have left
my life's work on the subway,
Only let tomorrow be another day!

IRA COHEN
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TAXL PUEM
FUR VALL MYERS

Hey, Taximan, take me where I want to go
Throw the meter out the window,

Talk to me real slow

I'11 tell you about your own hometown,
bow I smoked with Baba Eoo

You'll tell me you knew me right away,
thought [ was from China or maybe Fakiatar
You kmow that L am dreaming,

you think that you're awake

Take me a little further,

past the HMacedonisn frontier

You had your pick of five girla in Eoreas,
traded sugar for ten years on the lam

I just want to get socmewhers

other than whers I am--

Take me to the Chelsea, up to Hoom 631

I know there's someone up there

& the fun has just begumn.
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For Roxanne & Marina Tsvetaeva

Awakein adark room alone
Downstairs the Goddess of Love sleeps,
her jewels and makeup

in abox till the next performance
Memory dancesin the net of illusion—
MahaMaya

& | unableto sleep,

feel myself less substantial,

turning into a memory

Perhapsit is better

to have the heart of ajackal—

| would not come again
tolieinacradle

or to know the short weight

of earthly love.

AshaPasha Vinir Mukta
(Freed from the fetters of hope)
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HAIL AND FAREWELL
AVE ATQUE VALE

Farewell Burroughs, Ginsberg, Huncke & Leary too,

we who are about to die salute you

If in every eyeblink there exists a potential eternity,

maybe there will still be timeto clean up & even go beyond
Luckily it isn’t too crowded where you are

considering theimmensity of the population

Y ou have no more body & Spirit livesin infinite space

Say hello to Gysin, will you & wear your last names proudly
Thisis Cohen talking & I'm very glad to say-

even after radiation thisis a particularly splendid day!
Mother Earth & Father Sky grant you what your efforts
surely do confer

Return to that light which once you knew

before you wrote yourself out of this human zoo.

August 4, ' 97
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TALKING TO RAPHAEL

On the brow of God
reflected from the ocean
the image of his own gaze
made a six pointed star appear
And it was there that Raphael saw
the possibility of a poem forming
for the sake of sanity
Ships can't sail without it,
he sings, happy to explore a new
day based on love & hope

in Chinatown
Opening the calipers of hismind
to the widest point
his heart follows suit
& trumps the afternoon
with pinpoint accuracy
He will sweep his temple today
& light acandle
on the makeshift altar

We are on a spaceship

headed for someplace

itisdifficult to say

Thisis not a poem to be remembered,
it is something meant to sink in

and become part of you.

We seek ourselves

in the radiant imprint

Our ears stopped up,

how can we hear the silence?
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TSUNAMI

| enter the picture as a cast shadow,
cast because dumbly | get in the way
of thelight. Lacan

Schubert spoke of hismusic
coming out of sorrows

From exileto exile

silently the light burns

in the poet’ s shadow

cast over white sand

Y ou witness the death of
another angel

Y ou try to decipher the wind,
realize how quickly

grass grows in the night

Only this man feels sometimes
less than a sunbeam,

more than a miracle frozen in smoke
Divine intuition which sparkles
in its own brightness

makes for part time crowns
tilting towards the edge of sleep
Alien to mortality

& careless of proportion

the poem grows in the day

of cancelled colors

& 1 lift the curtain before the storm.
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VISVAM

Waiting for Marina

My heart a hollow bamboo
He speaks of seeking you
in the light.

A glance of starlight in the
light of day, perhaps

or your mouth which confers
darkness|it by gold
Thissmoky shade, this
knowledge of Mirage,
Thisal inal, myself
alone in the company of
true believers.

October 30, 2000
Dublin
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