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‘Betray. A great word. What is betrayal ? They talk of a man betraying his
country, his friends, his sweetheart. There must be a moral bond first. All a
man can betray is his conscience engaged here; by what bond of common
faith, of common conviction, am | obliged to let that fanatical idiot drag me
down with him? On the contrary—every obligation of true courage is the

other way.'?
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Razumov lingered in the well-lighted street. He was firmly decided.
Indeed, it could hardly be called a decision. He had simply discovered
what he had meant to do all along. And yet he felt the need of some other
mind’ s sanction. (pp. 38-39) [Italics Mine.]
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Suddenly you stood before me!  You aone in the world to whom | must
confess. Y ou fascinated me—you have freed me from the blindness of anger
and hate—the truth shining in you drew the truth out of me. Now | have
done it; and as | wrote here, | am in the depth of anguish, but there is air to
breathe at least—air! .... In giving Victor Haldin up, it was myself, after all,
whom | betrayed most basely. You must believe what | say now, you can't
refuse to believe this. Most basely. It is through you that | came to feel this
so deeply. After al, it isthey and not | who have the strength of invisible

powers. So be it. Only don't be deceived, Natalia Victorovna, | am not
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converted. (p. 361) [Italics Mineg]
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He went out and attended three lectures in the morning. But the work in
the library was a mere dumb show of research. He sat with many volumes
open before him trying to make notes and extracts. His new tranquillity was
like a flimsy garment, and seemed to float at the mercy of a casual word.
Betrayal! Why! the fellow had done all that was necessary to betray himself.
Precious little had been needed to deceive him. ‘I have said no word to him
that was not strictly true. Not oneword,” Razumov argued with himself.

(p. 71) [Italics  Min€]
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However hard Razumov tries to persuade himself that he is not guilty of
Haldin's desth, he cannot suppress the knowledge that the responsibility is
his alone. Genera T- makes it perfectly clear that had Haldin ‘ not come with
his tale to such a staunch and loyal Russian as you, he would have

disappeared like a stone in the water.” He cannot even share the blame with
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Haldin himself. When he returns to his rooms he discovers that the fugitive
is perfectly ready to remove himself (indeed, he does so) as soon as he senses
that Razumov does not approve of what he has done. Razumov has never
been under any external pressure to betray him to the authorities. His

decision iswholly hisown. Heisentirely guilty.? [Italics Mine€]
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To be sure, Razumov is in complicity with at least three men—his father,

General T- and Councillor Mikulin- who do not consider his crime to be one
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a al. Moreover, these men erase, even from the most secret archives, all
record of hisrolein the Haldin affair. If lifeis a public thing, then the fact
that no one knows about a crime is almost as if the crime had not been
committed at all. But Razumov’s private knowledge persists, and it isolates
him utterly—both from the autocrats, whom he unconsciously despises, and

from the revolutionaries, whom he unconsciously envies.®
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Razumov is treated sympathetically. Why should he not be? He is an
ordinary young man, with a healthy capacity for work and sane ambitions.
He has an average conscience. If he is dlightly abnormal it is only in his

sensitiveness to his position. Being nobody’s child he feels rather more
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keenly than another would that he is a Russian—or he is nothing. He is

perfectly right in looking on all Russia as his heritage. (O . ix)
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Razumov was one of those men who, living in a period of mental and
political unrest, keep an instinctive hold on normal, practical, everyday life.
He was aware of the emotional tension of histime; he even responded to it in
an indefinite way. But his main concern was with his work, his studies, and
with his own future. (O . 10)
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In The Secret Sharer the young, inexperienced captain of a ship, waiting to
sail on what is, for him, a first voyage command, is confronted by the first
mate of another ship who has just killed a fellow sailor, and to whom the
captain grants refuge. The captain is thus faced with a situation not
dissimilar to that which Razumov is placed in Under Western Eyes when he
returns home to find Haldin—a self-confessed political assassin—asking for

his assistance.*
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It was then, however, he(Conrad) put the novel aside to write “The Secret
Sharer”, which he began towards the end of November 1909 and completed
in early December. He thereupon finished Under Western Eyes, the
typescript of the novel bearing the inscription, ‘End. 22 Jan. 1910 J.C.'S
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What are respective claims of self-interest, social duty and common
humanity? To whom, or to what, do we owe the first allegiance: to our
selves, to our socia group or nation, or to the particular claim of another

individual who, in extreme circumstances, asks for help?’
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And suddenly | rejoiced in the great security of the sea as compared with the
unrest of the land, in the choice of that untempted life presenting no
disquieting problems, invested with an elementary moral beauty by the
absolute straightforwardness of its appeal and by the singleness of its

purpose.®
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00000000000 The voice was calm and resolute. A good voice. The

self-possession of that man had somehow induced a corresponding state in myself.’®
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O should have gathered from this that he was young[TTT] But at that time
it was pure intuition on my part. A mysterious communication was
established already between us two—in the face of the silent, darkened

tropical sea. | was young, too; young enough to make no comment.°
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He was not a bit like me, really; yet, as we stood leaning over my bed-place,
whispering side by side... anybody bold enough to open it stealthily would
have been treated to the uncanny sight of a double captain with his other
self. 1t
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Rousseal’ s position boils down to this: | am unlike anybody else, and
therefore | should be judged by special standards; | am well-intended and
sensitive, therefore | cannot do evil. Any amount of the moral principles
advocated by Conrad must include the exact opposite of Rousseau’ s position,

and the mora stance of many Conradian heroes represents the antithesis of
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Rousseau’'s peculiar ‘great moral lesson’; ‘to avoid those situations of life
which bring duties into conflict with our interests'. This, Conrad would say,
is stark moral cowardice. In hislife, Conrad also made compromises; but to
proclaim such a programme would, in his eyes, amount to making moral

cowardice anorm.®®
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In what sense did Razumov betray Haldin?
— On Under Western Eyes with reference to
The Social Contract and Crime and Punishment—

Toshimasa OsHIMOTO
Key words: betrayal, confession, solidarity, The Social Contract, Crime and Punishment

Usually it is interpreted that in the last part of Under Western Eyes
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Razumov lives his life with a sense of remorse concerning his betrayal of
Haldin. But to understand Under Western Eyes as awhole it is necessary to
ask whether Razumov is guilty or not, and if he is, in what sense. For it
seemed to Razumov the fact that Victor Haldin, a radical student, an
assassin of a high czarist government official, took refuge in his rooms of
the lodging was an accident.

Haldin was not his close friend. Until the unexpected event happened, he
had spent his life as an industrious student, having a vague hope of success
for hisfuturein Czarist Russia

Feeling his future shattered by Haldin, Razumov was much annoyed and
disturbed. Razumov went out and walked around St. Petersburg, under the
occasional snowflakes, to seek Ziemianitch, a driver, to inform him of the
time and place for Haldin’'s escape. But Ziemianitch, very drunk and
sprawled sleeping in the stable, was far from ‘a bright spirit! a hardy soul’
described by Haldin, and it made Razumov furious with ‘the blind rage of
self-preservation.” He showered a rain of blows on Ziemianitch with a
stablefork.

When Razumov lingered in the streets wondering what to do, he saw the
hallucination of Haldin on the snow across his path. After a few moments
hesitation, he walked ‘over the place where the breast of the phantom had
been lying.” Then he seemed to make up his mind, ‘I shall give him up.” He
made an excuse to himself, ‘by what bond of common faith, of common
conviction, am | obliged to let that fanatical idiot drag me down with him?
On the contrary—every obligation of true courage is the other way.” Under
Western Eyes as awhole is a nhovel which tries to answer the question in the
first sentence of the excerpt and to examine the self-deceiving attitude in the
second.

After that scene Razumov went to Prince K-'s (his father’s) house, and
was introduced to General T- and Councillor Mikulin in turn. Thus the
process of his betrayal started. The text contains these sentences. ‘ Indeed it
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could hardly be caled a decision. He had simply discovered what he had
meant to do all along.” Attentive reading reveals Razumov’s betrayal
clearly. The reader of the novel, however, might feel some sympathy
towards him because of the author’ s very skillful technique of time shift and
characterization. In spite of this, he finally admits that he is guity and makes
confession.

This paper concentrates its argument on the scene where the statue of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau watches over Razumov writing his first and last spy
report on a small island named after the philosopher. The ironical
description of the statue implies Conrad's critical views against Rousseau's
concept of ‘social contract’ and ‘ confession’.

The writing process of Under Western Eyes sheds light on Conrad’'s
reaction against the widespread influence of Rousseau. During the two
years in which Conrad struggled with completing Under Western Eyes he
also wrote the autobiographical essays Some Reminiscences for English
Review from December 1908 to June 1909, which were later published as a
book under the title A Personal Record in 1912. In this autobiographical
work Conrad passes severe judgement on Rousseau because of the
philosopher’s self-opinionated cencepts of confession and human
relationship. For Conrad, Rousseau seems to regard himself as an
exceptional man among human beings. This attitude resembles to some
extent that of Razumov in Under Western Eyes.

Conrad put aside the manuscript of Under Western Eyes in November
1907 and started writing a short story ‘ The Secret Sharer’ completing it in
December. Why did Conrad, who had been pressed by his literary agent J.
B. Pinker, do this when he was having great difficulty in completing Under
Western Eyes? Moreover, Conrad seemed to finish the novel quite
smoothly within a few weeks after completing the short story. This process
suggests some thematic connection between the two works.

Both Under Western Eyes and 'The Secret Sharer’ have plots in which a
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young protagonist faces the problem that a fugitive, an assasin asks his help
to escape. Each fugitive has righteous cause for what he has done. But
Razumov’s response to Haldin and a young captain’s to Leggat are quite
different. Conrad rejects Razumov’ s idea that what he has done to Haldin is
not a betrayal, because no bond of common faith or common conviction
exists between them. This reasoning of Razumov is close to Rousseau’s
concept of ‘contract’. From Conrad’s point of view, what Razumov has
doneisabreach of ‘solidarity’.

Finally it is important to note that moral problems are dealt with on
merely human level in Under Western Eyes. The divine or the supernatural
plays no part in the novel. This is the reflection of Conrad’s hate for
Christianity, especially Russian Orthodoxy, and his disgust at Dostoevsky’s
Crime and Punishment.



