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Japanese monster, “kaiju”, is one of the world famous sub—cultures of
Japan. This thesis aims at clarifying the nature of “kaiju” by comparing it
with the sub—cultures of different countries. This time we use the examples
of U.S.A,Michael Jackson,and that of U.K,punk fashion.

The essence of Michael Jackson’s stardom can be defined as “dynamic
freakishness’. He tries to keep his real self intelligible to the public by
gathering various sensational images,or gossips, around him but allowing
each topic to be only ephemeral one. As aresult, people are stimulated and
amused by them,therefore they can't help having interest in him,but can
never arrive at his real essence. This is the strategy of Michagl Jackson,or
so called “Wacko Jacko”. In fact,it is Michael himself who controles his
images with the intention of keeping interest of the public to his
ever—changing freakish images. This is what we call the “dynamic
freakishness”.

On the other hand,punk fashion is the media which collects variety of
signifiers from various fields while emptifying their signified meaning.
Consequently, this fashion becomes an assenblage of ambiguous
signifiers We call this, by using Barthes' term, “aberrant signifier”.

Compared with these two examples, “kaiju” can be seen as an
assemblage of “aberrant signifiers’” and at the same time it shares with
Michael the characteristics of “dynamic freakishness’. We'd like to
conclude that “Kaiju” is a fusion of diverse and excessive signs but each
sign that construct the image of “kaiju” is devoid of its original meaning.
So it can be defined as adynamic flux of diverse “aberrant signifiers’.



