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—with so little mercy on the side of the allies,—and so little suspicion in
Yorick, of what was carrying on against him, —that when he thought, good
easy man! full surely preferment was o' ripening. . .| beseech thee to take a
view of my head.—I see nothing that ails it, replied Eugenius. Then, alas!
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00000000000 (AnneJames)®00 0000000 1 told you my
design in it (A Sentimental Journey) was to teach us to love the world and our fellow
creatures better thanwe do” * 0 00000000000 OO0OOOOODOOO
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gobodobooobooboobboo

—They order, said I, this matter better in France—

—You have been in France? said my gentleman, turning quick upon me
with the most civil triumph in the world. —Strange! quoth I, debating the
matter with myself, That one and twenty miles sailing, for 't is absolutely no
further from Dover to Calais, should give a man these rights—I’ll look into
them:(3)
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—that the advantage of travel, as it regarded the scavoir vivre, was by
seeing a great deal both of men and manners; it taught us mutual toleration;
and mutual toleration, concluded he, making me a bow, taught us mutual
love. (216)
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... we distinguish, my good father! betwixt those who wish only to eat the
bread of their own labour—and those who eat the bread of other people’s,
and have no other planin life, but to get through it in sloth and ignorance, for

the love of God.(18)
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... but as they might also save themselves and others a great deal of
unnecessary trouble by saving their money at home... | shall distinguish
these gentlemen by the name of Simple Travellers. Thus the whole circle of
travellers may be reduced to the following heads: Idle Travellers, Inquisitive
Travellers, Lying Travellers, Proud Travellers, Vain Travellers, Splenetic
Travellers, Then follow The Travellers of Necessity, The delinquent and
felonious Traveller, The unfortunate and innocent Traveller, The simple
Traveller, And last of all (if you please) The Sentimental Traveller (meaning
thereby myself), who have travell’d, and of which | am now sitting down to
give an account—as much out of Necessity, and the besoin de Voyager, as
any oneintheclass. (33-4)
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Anglo-Japanese comparative studies between Hakken Uchida's
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Tatehiko NogucHI
Key words: Uchida, Sterne, ahou ressha, sentimental
In making comparison between Uchida and Sterne, | am of the opinion

that there is some correlation between them in relation with Soseki
Natsume, because Uchida highly regarded Natsume who used to be an
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important faculty member as a specialist of 18" century English literature in
the department of English literature of Tokyo University. As everybody
knows, Tristram Shandy had a profound influence upon Natsume in his
writing | Am a Cat, which was imitated later by Uchida and there are afew
remarkable resemblances between Uchida's maiden work, Meido, the
Nether world, and Ten Nights of Dreams by Natsume. Thus, compared with
Anglo-Japanese travel books, Uchida s Aho Ressha and Sterne's Sentimental
Journey may have close resemblance in some points.

Until the nineteenth century most books of travel were about land
journeys, although voyages by water were usualy more comfortable than
walking, riding horses, or sitting in wagons or coaches on rough roads. To
be famous not only for Tristram Shandy but for the author of atravel book,
Sterne, after having stayed for a few months in France and Italy for
tuberculosis-treatment by a change of air, published A Sentimental Journey
through France and Italy, full of fictitious accounts chiefly of his wagon
travel in 1766. Asthetitle of Ahou Ressha suggests, its author-narrator has
published accounts of arailroad journey, just after each period of rail travel
almost all over Japan from 1950 to 1955, accompanied by Mr. Saburo
Hirayama, editor of amonthly journal of the Japanese National Railways.

Asfor apoint of view, both works are narrated in afirst person, | in Ahou
Ressha and | or Mr. Yorick in A Sentimental Journey, respectively. Judged
by the manners and figure of the narrator in Ahou Ressha which can be
classified into a novel depicting the author’s private life, he is exactly alike
the author Uchida, but Yorick drawn by Sterne as himself may be called a
fictitious figure, however vividly Yorick may remind the readers of the
author Sterne. According to the grouping of travelers in A Sentimental
Journey, it is possible to call Yorick and the narrator of Ahou Ressha, idle
travelers for having neither intention nor destination at all, while Sterne
himself gives a sentimental traveler to Yorick. Curiously enough, there is
no mention of famous sights, nor of narrators’ destinations, in the works of
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Uchida and Sterne, although most works of itinerary would list up
antiquities, scenic spots and places of historical interest. What captivates
the readers of Uchida and Sterne is that it owes much to the narrators with
unique personalities and their dialogues, which give suggestions of the wit
and humor of both writers. Of all their characteristics of this wit and
humor, the most original is demonstrated in the novelistic techniques:
Uchida s usage of puns and Sterne's of dashes, asterisks and dots as a kind
of typography at some risqué scenes.

As to the women characters in Ahou Ressha and A Sentimental Journey,
there is a point of similarity in their characterizations. The authors of the
two works describe women characters as practical, and make no mention of
their reactions. Although Sterne may have characterized such women as
Mrs. Shandy and Mrs. Wadman as materialistic in Tristram Shandy, he
describes women Y orick encounters as those who readily swallow silly
flatteries in A Sentimental Journey. Uchida also portrays maidservants at
Japanese-style hotels where he stays, just like those who act as materialistic
as the head maidservant at Y atsushiro does in handling rice balls the
narrator left unfinished in the train from Kagoshima.

To be atravel writer, Uchidais as ambitious as Sterne. Sterne who made
success in Tristram Shandy, intended to create a masterpiece equal to
Tobias Smolett’s Travels through France and Italy. As an excellent
essayist, Uchida became known but was scarcely popular among the general
public, so that he desired to obtain a great many readers by writing books on
his train trip throughout the country. It may be difficult to conclude
whether Sterne made a success of his new career as a travel novelist or not,
since he died just after the publication of A Sentimental Journey and before
his completing the latter part of it covering the tour of Italy, but Uchida may
be successful in completing a series of Ahou Ressha to make his name not
only as an enthusiastic fan of trains and train trips but as atravel writer.



