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Using the Internet for Teaching English
Kenji Kitao
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The Internet is very useful for English teaching. | have used it a great
deal for CAl English classes and some for other classes since 1997. | found
that it was very useful for class administration, preparation for classes, and
teaching. In this paper, | will explain what | did and how it worked.

For class administration, | made a web page with class syllabi as well as
course descriptions, so that students could understand what we would do
before they enrolled my classes. | also made a web bulletin board and
posted information about in-class activities and homework so that students
who missed classes could catch up. In addition, | made a list of the e-mail
addresses of all the students, so that | as the teacher or their classmates
could send an e-mail to a particular student by just clicking on the name,
which was very useful for communication among students as well as
between me and the students.

When doing class preparation, | used the web bulletin to check what we
had done and what we had planned before the class. | made aweb library to
store teaching materials, both my own materials and links which | was
planning to use in class. | used mailing lists to collect useful materials for
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my classes, and | posted messages on lists to gather useful information and
ideas for teaching.

For teaching, we used Student Lists. Students exchanged messages with
non-Japanese students. They were happy about their real communication in
English.

| taught the students about useful web resources for studying English and
let the students net-surf to find resources and learning materials for
themselves. They learned how to evaluate web pages.

Students made a web page with links related to Kyoto, using a search
engine. They learned how to use search engines and how to organize

information on the web.

Student essays were posted on the web. All of the students could read
their classmates' essays. We exchanged comments, and they rewrote their
essays. At the end, we made an on-line collection of essays as a permanent

record.

This was the first time | had used e-mail and web pages extensively in
English classes. The Internet was very useful for administering, preparing
for, and teaching English classes. However, it was wonderful because it
made the English classes that were communicative and meaningful for
students. The students enjoyed the classes a great deal, and | learned some
techniques for using computersin classes as well as some dos and don’ts for

using them, which | will share in this paper.



