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SUMMARY

Who or what makes suffering in our world? Is it self-caused, other-caused, both self-caused
and other-caused, or non-caused? The author of The Twelve Gate Treatise, denying these
four possible ways of viewing the cause of suffering, asserts there is no suffering. The term
self here means suffering itself and one’'s Self (atman or svapudgala). The term other means
one's Self in the former existence (parapudgala) and God the Creator (I_'S/ara). The refutation
of the existence of the Creator is the main theme in the tenth chapter ‘the maker’. Formerly
scholars attributed this treatise to Nagarjuna (ca.150-250), who established the philosophy of
Voidness especialy in his main work The Fundamental Verses on the Middle. the writer
thinks this treatise was written by some other person on the base of Nagarjuna's philosophy,
probably in the fourth century, when theism flourished in India and philosophical schools,
especially Naiyayika logicians, introduced it into their theory. How and where does the
Creator make the world? Does He have a body? Does He use any materials and tools in
making the world? Does He determine all of the human destinies? These questions put by an
atheist were indeed unsophisticated but led to the severe disputes between theists and
atheistsin later days.
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Akbh = Abhidharmakosabhasya of Vasubandhu, P.Pradhan (ed.), revised second edition with introduction and indices

AN

BC

by A.Haldar, Patna, 1975.

= Anguttara- Nikaya, 5 vols., Pali Text Society.

= Bodhicaryavatara of Santideva with the Commentary Pafijika of Pragjfiakaramati, P.L Vaidya(ed.) , BST

No.12, Darbhanga, 1960.

Bhk= Bhavanakramal , G. Tucci, Minor Buddhist Texts, revised ed., 1978.

DN

= Digha-Nikaya, 3 vols., Pali Text Society.

Mbh = Mahabharata, Poona Critical Edition.
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Pp= Madhyamakavrttih Mulamadhyamakakarikas de Nagarjuna avec |a Prasannapada Commentaire de
Candrakirti, par Louis de la Vallée Poussin, St.Pétersburg, 1913.

SN=Samyutta-Nikaya, 5 vols., Pali Text Society.

TSP = Tattvasangrahah Srikamal asilakrtapatijikopetah, 2 vols., Swami Dwarikadas Shastri (ed.), 1968, Bauddha

Bharati Series 1& 2.
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