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Hokuyetzu Gakkwan,
Niigata, Japan.
Oct. 20, ’88.
My Dear Sensei:

It is now almost two months since I came here. I have fought so many battles since that time that
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the two months look like two long years. I am still fighting the lsame old battle, —— that of genuine
independence from the mission, and missionaries, — —and I am now in the thicket of it. I was able to
convert Mr. Kato to the independence view after hard preaching of some five weeks, and at least one of
the founders has enough “Yamato spirit” to comprehend the import of this independence, Mr. Abe, our
NmE._m is trembling. Rev. Mr. ZE.:% is still indulging in his casuistry, vague in his views, foxy, and 1
must say, sycophantic. He is a genuine E/M®X+. T he bulk of the students is desirous to have foreigners,
though they complain to me many things about them. The majority of the Founders and Friends of the
school are perfectly indifferent. The idea that such should have been asked to sign their names as
FER A Mr., >53m@§ regards the letter which I sent to the founders defining the religious character of
this school, and the incompatibility of employing the unpaid foreign labor with the principles with which
the school was started, as “insinuations and insults” to the mission. He and Miss Ooumm@ stopped to come
to school since two days ago. The result which I have been long anticipating has come. Either mis-
sionaries must go, or I must go. The American missionaries and Uchimura Kanzo seem to be impossible
to work together. The two are as distinct from each other as oil from water. I believe, however, I have
done at least one service to my God and my country, by coming to Niigata, I delivered this school from
being a slavish organ of the Mission and the Congregational Church here. The public was defrauded (I
must confess) during the last academic year with regard to Hokuyetzii Gakkwan., They were told that

it was school started for liberal education, only adopting the Christian morality as the standard of its

o St SR o2 3o
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moral training. But in fact, it was changed to an institution from which the church members were to
be recruited. Mr. Kato and Mr. Kodama (teacher in Chinese) had to be transferred to the Congregational
Church from the Presbyterian Church for the mere sake of working in Hok, Gakkwan. All the officers
and teachers were members of Congreg. Church. The public is NOT to be blamed for their suspicion
that H. Gak. is an organ of religious proselytism. I am afraid that the pure sons of Yamato are gradually
adopting the Jesuistical casuitry [sic] when they became Christians. What they U.n.onmB to the public is
one thing, and what they really do is another. As for myself, I would very much more enter Noshomushd
and be its officer, than to be the President of the school whose principle is openly violated, whose founders
do not know this principle, and whose reality is not what its name indicates.

Have you heard anything about Mr. Koyano ”m©o_. do you think of anybody else who can take up my
position here? I will fight out all the disagrezable battles bafore I hand this school over to my successor;
but both wisdom and prudence seem to require my resignation as soon as the school is restored to its
right position. You know, how reluctant I was when I made up my mind to come here, While I feel
thankful to my God that He hath enabled me to fight thus for the right of my countrymen I never have
any delight in offending missionaries and crushing the sycophants. As I wrote you last, this shall be my
last, the very last experience with the “/£%”. I fail to find in them those noble Christian characters,—
as clear as mountain water, as pure as sea-breeze —— which I can find among many of “fEH. The

soul that clings upon Jesus of Nazareth is ashamed to be indentified with the popular f§% of Japan,
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I sincerely hope that no body in future will attempt to yoke me with missionaries and “missionaristic
Christians”. : ‘

I am quite lonely here. The school commands a fine view over the Shinanogawa and its fertile
banks. The island of Sado is right behind me, and the sea is repeating its dolorous music most agreéably
to the pensive souls. The students number 175. There are some fine stuffs among them. The people

generally are honest, & lovers of liberty. Echigo has very hopeful future. It shall lead North East in

its attack upon w_ocﬁw West. Only we need spiritual z(2 —— his courage and purity of character
sanctified by the wW@Eﬁ of Christ.
How about ERfiFE(AZE? As for myself I am one who claims that there is #o need of A%F. We need

®
some “flaming swords to keep the way of the tree of life” in order to guard the church from hypocrites

and “socio-politico Christians”, Already we had enough of them ; and what would be the Japanese Chris-
tianity were it regarded as m public religion by the Government. Already, the fellow disciples of Paul,

Athanasius and Savonarola bagan to call in the aid and influence of those in authority, and it is well

nigh the time for us to look over the Church History once more, that we may learn wisdom from the

failures of the past.
Very sincerely yours
in the service of Christ & Japan.

Kanzo Uchimura.

bt JHENE 3
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