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All on a sudden miserable pain
Surpris’d thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swum

In darkness, while thy head flames thick and fast



56 BH A B B

Threw forth, till on the left side op’ning wide,
Likest to thee in shape and count’nance bright,
Then shining heav’nly fair, a Goddess arm'd

Out of thy head I sprung . ... (2. 752-8)
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AR 1

William Blake, Sazan in his Original Glory
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X2 Willian Blake, Satan Arousing the Rebel Angels
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O voice once heard
Delightfully, Increase and multiply,
Now death to hear! for what can I increase
Or multiply, but curses on my head?
Who of all Ages to succeed, but feeling
The evil on him brought by me, will curse

My Head . ... (10.729-35)
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Between Thee and the Woman I will put
Enmity, and between thine and her Seed;

Her Seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel. (10. 179-81)
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Thir Arms away they threw, and and to the Hills
(For Earth hath this variety from Heav’n

Of pleasure situate in Hill and Dale)

Light as the Lightening glimpse they ran, they flew
From thir foundations loos'ning to and fro

They plucket the seated Hills with all thir load . ... (6. 639-44)
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The rest in imitation to like Arms
Betook them, and the neighboring Hills uptore;

So Hills amid the Air encounter’d Hills . . .. (6. 662-4)
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.. . from the other Hill
To thir fixt Station, all in bright array
The Cherubim descended; on the ground
Gliding meteorous, as Ev’'ning Mist
Ris’n from a River o’er the marish glides,
And gathers ground fast at the Laborer’s heel
Homeward returning. (12: 626-32)
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KIMi3  William Blake, Milton, pl.29
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i 4 William Blake, Michael Foretells the Crucifixion
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Synopsis

An Apocalyptic Footnote to the Miltonic Headache:
The Wandering Womb (or the History of Hysteria) in Paradise Lost

Katsuhiro Engetsu

The aim of this paper is to historicize the allegory of Sin and Death in order
to reconsider Milton’s Paradise Lost in light of our growing critical concern
with the history of the human body in the post-feminist age. The episode of
Sin’s birth (2. 752-8) focuses the account of Satan’s bodily changes on his
“miserable pain” in the “head” out of which the “Goddess arm’d” was born.
The representation of Satan’s headache, suggesting the end of the world by
water and fire, gives a microcosmic glimpse of the Apocalypse through the
discourse on the human body that relates troubles in the “eyes” to headaches.
The poet must have familiarized himself with the medico-theological discourse
on headaches since he suffered from “capitis dolores” (“headaches™) while
threatened by the complete loss of his sight, which his opponents considered
a sign of the sinfulness of his defense of the regicides. The episode of Satan’s
headache points to the blind poet’s personal experience in his difficult years
after the Civil War.

The medico-theological discourse on headaches, however, does not confine
itself to Milton’s personal experience since it is shared by a lot of his
contemporaries, such as John Bunyan in The Pilgrim’s Progress and Henry
More in his correspondence with Ann Conway. Thomas Willis, Conway’s
doctor, defines her headaches as symptoms of “the Venereal Disease.” The

connection between the brain and womb—both of which are capable of



78 B A B &

producing new beings—in seventeenth-century medical discourses dates
through Robert Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy back to Edward Jordan’s
classical treatise on hysteria—etymologically signifying the disease of a
womb-—published in 1603, A Disease Called the Suffocation of the Mother.
The headache, from which Satan suffers when he gives birth to Sin, proves to
be a symptom of hysteria caused by a “wandering womb.” The episode of
Satan’s headache shows us not only the interconnection of the internal organs
but also “the mutation of sexes,” which Sir Thomas Browne takes for granted
in Pseudodoxia Epidemica, since the male Satan evidently plays the role of
mother when s/he gives birth to Sin. The discourse on headaches in the epic,
thus challenging our unexamined belief in the physical, sexual, and moral
identity of the human subject, highlights the intriguing issue of the seventeenth-
century understanding of the human body.

The obsession with the head and womb in the apocalyptic vision runs
through the text of Paradise Lost. The postlapsarian Adam’s fear of “curses”
on his “head,” reminding him of God’s “voice” that told the prelapsarian
couple to “Increase and multiply,” is raised by God’s proto-Evangelical
judgment: “Her Seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel.” The
developing association between the “head” and “heel” is also suggested through
wordplay on the heel/hill in the episode of the apocalyptic phase of the war in
Heaven in which the fallen angels, “arm’d” like the new-born Sin, utter “a
dolorous groan” when their “heads” are crushed down by the “Hills” which,
hurled away at them by the obedient angels, fly “in the Air.”” The image of the

246

flying “Hills” in the apocalyptic vision of the fallen angels’ “capitis dolores”
transforms itself into that of “the Laborer’s heel” in the last epic simile of
Paradise Lost where the faithful angels descend “from the other Hill” in a

“meteorous”—etymologically signifying “in the air”-—movement. The
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importance of the bodily image of the Aeel/hill in the last epic simile that
annouces the end of the world of Paradise Lost is brilliantly appreciated by
William Blake, who never fails to recognize the critical problem of the human
body: “Milton entering my Foot; I saw in the nether / Regions of the
Imagination . .. .” We have yet to explore the textual labyrinth of “the nether
/ Regions of the Imagination” of the seventeenth-century great epic in order
to historicize the modern concept of the human subject as a cultural construct

of allegorical language.



