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It [tradition] involves, in the first place, the historical sense. . .; and the
historical sense involves a perception. not only of the pastness of the past,

but of its presence;
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This historical sense, which is a sense of the timeless as well as of the temporal

and of the timeless and of the temporal together, is what makes a writer
traditional. And it is at the same time what makes a writer most acutely

conscious of his place in time, of his own contemporaneity.
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It is probable that men ripen best through experiences which are at once
sensuous and intellectual; certainly many men will admit that their keenest
ideas have come to them with the quality of a sense-perception; and that
their keenest sensuous experience has been “as if the body thought.” (Italics
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TBEDOLEZPRO TRLAED, BROEHO - KAETHL LTh
&, BHARUCR S LB ERIGE R D EBRY R IR C B 7
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Thh, "BRIRODVELZER L LTHRATWEDOTH S,

COMENE, BETELIHELLT, HIH0IE, REFHBICLTGE
FICBEERL20TE 2V, BFKE, BERICARRANLZ O T2bE, K
EIZDRNoTWh, TOXREEFRICILT, BREIRELEINLIOTH
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Fo BEOERDERPERMIIRE LTERAIIHT 5, A DER
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“reality” b b “EE” & “HBHEMERE" L LTHEIEL0H, =) 4 v
F DV “historical sense” Tdh b, Tz “BHHER LRI LI TER
Vo TEEDE 3L, “EiR” T2 LHEERN 2b0THY, Th
ERAEEE LTk AMERTFETIE R, FBNLHFE, Tabb )
D"ELTRAZEIHELD, ZADZ L id %L T i, BHNER
WEDTHE, “BRERIFRYRIN 2, "BRLEIFSEFEZD
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FEHIC L AUT, B, “HROM -2 TRICT 2% Th Y, FERC, “F
MEMRRETE5M" THY, T2 “RIFTAGLETHY, EBWLD
D'THD, TNE“RE"TE, HHWIE, FOBLELARICTLENE
T “PECT T &5, “historical sense” TR b L “BHMNEKE” Th b, [HED
FlzR LI,
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perception @ H 2" bEIBETH %, HHEAH R D75, T D “perception” Z LT
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BICHT2maETHY, ERAMNRILIBDOTHA"EL, ZOLHICEEN
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ZHD, 4L perception D, WERBDTH5H,(383)
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IZEoT, MPBEENERDEDE, =KDV XHI1Z, “BdERLRERICR
THEEEMEINLEREDOF T SICHECELTHD” &\ ) fitedr & e
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FILERDHDLEDIEEIL Lo T, WhWwa"EE L, EHIZL > TYRED
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MR IR OBE—ICRCOABILT A2 HATH Y, EENELOOHIIN
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BEEOTEREBRF—TH A MR e bR, LT
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7%, BREPRIICHEREMED, o dhTribhiins
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BADOHUDPEHICL DT ERADIZ, BICBEICHSLEELS
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TEHERSIETRITNIER LRV, BLLEAIE, B2 &0k
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POTORHEDERE HOTWDE, EifT EREROHFOEEIC
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HROBCERBONEWH AR TRAIIRL EEAND, ZIIXLE
DRBEATH R TR A I EEND . BIE ISR TEMR OURE
B THhH, BEICHNTERNY (LERW) Th 5, fELMIIZLTS,
ITAMEBRWICEELZ E2ENTER LRV, K5 ShE, MR
BEHNBECOIBITBE 2 \(191)

BE, “BA - W OEFRIZE ST, HOTD, “historical sense” &
“intellectual activity” & DFWRILY HbH OBERNFBEE IR b, ZOLE,
WROHE—ZWEICT DM ARHE RA"2 L, £/, TOEET TR

THRERWEE BB 2P, “historical sense” & LT “perception” T o
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2o THUL, THHPY —TFICBBREZOL ONEICEE O BAREAL
£, AT Yy MIEAT, AROSEFERLE L TEET 52407,
WHhBLEBY Th b, 720, FEC, WA, 7¥—FOHR? kEiC
LHMZHH0” 2 BERETH L9, TUF v b “historical sense” A°H
HEBZAFHN R L OIFETDL L2 Mo Tz, BEILE - TiE, #
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LI, HMbHVEBHEICL T, FOBHEWERICTAREVE 3
LT ERD7Z,
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intellect T b, £IIFHPENTRLIOTH Y T &, WHHEETE
ICEEGRAZEE X, 20 “perception” I “RBB” 2 ETHY, “intellect” & 1
PELT L TH o, ZOTHWER ICX 5T, WA EESHER 2
—FTHDTH5b,

19434 9 B OTR#E X, HHOEFES“BEHARORIEOHFE TR W E W
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POOHATHINTNLDTH B, 72720, T CITEEITIEL 2RI
bHotze TOR, WA EPFE EEERET 2, RO HEREE
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RERZERTIREKTEDLI T,
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ML catalyst & L CHRAHE—T 2" LD, FE[EHEESRE KT H
LEANTZISHE LY, 198340 [EH] 12 “BREHRIEET THE
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HRELCHITADOTH S, DELOTAHIL, % “BIECRESRH T
HaH" L, FoOFT “REE RS,

BIZHEONBEOECRE L LT, MAF cHAfEEER, BBENE
OFEEMRICHRTE, ¥V A MUITRTORIL, BEILEZ2BHR T
BH 9, MALETHBBNL2L01E, BIA»LHRZENTIOT
RS R bRV, BR—&, TREBETHZ®
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D=ARFEDZ LIFeH DL, 20ERICDH, AHEZOREFICH#H L
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TV, THIRY D OOENEN, B2 LI L2V,
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TaHOFE & [F] U4, 193462810, ZAREONERR R & aFno )
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BHb, TVRFL - E—aJOT 7L A4 edo- 8L LT, Kk
HEL LTORSOEREZFEDTY {,

Wy L A AT IR S E B X R B R RS O SR [A D T O S
f&é"k%ito“%%@éﬁA@:yﬁ;yvaymﬁ%%~@%w %
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bbarderyar (323) R0,

SRIE, TTRENS N RADOFIEEONE NS, Ty a rOlEEE
WY %,
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vFx v a i a0 TH L, L LENIZRICMANED T2
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aVTLyvarEEANTHL L AWERITR L MENERTH 5,
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57(156) DTHbB, Thabb,

RIETEEEMFL LT, BEIBETLLRIIFRIBLTHS, £
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BRIy THIEOGFHNTHLDTH5(156-7)

“HIE & o LB AN, THHO, @88, e ebeolTo
(GREAER L BIET 2, 727750, ZKRiCHoTR, BHRIEHERDZ, “I56%
ERENAFIEL AL [HEIIIBWTH S, 72751, FOBIEIR “kik
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29 7% [AERHE ) (184) 2 ZHT 22 LB VTHS ), 12751, =0
L&, SR, “BINCHT 2 BIGO4 SR ENEEN THL I LD
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DRERRLECOPRITRSBDD, EDL DL Hh, T, 20
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DENEEDL D" HBHHETEPSTOEICOVWTHELOKE L2
B L7z 11A, AHOKGEIC L E, “Fh& THREKOEBRMRESOHE 1
DT SEWPIZ AR ) 2RI 2 RO —iF 2 HICH O fonw ok #
ATV ZATHo72, MA, 11 A25H, EXFLOBHE I H-
TERICEHZ G4 LAHOSHEY 50 Tw o, $3LLI0ERD
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WEHSOERI, [EEFE]IDFZOIH2L, [HABZIMEZT/Z2
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LDOBEIIESCDOL LTHHTL, 2hid->TI19334E3F 128y, H
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19374E kK, 2O CHATHZ, MHEROBMRFREI=Y 4+ v 30
RIWCEXR LR, 94T A ATV Y OLEYEN EERAZS 2
RAZENTED, £OTR, DIFEIFV) “AEFLE OFHFEIZL->T, 1t
EREMMUOKRFEL LI ZWEBBILA»STH S, RIEEE, =kic
POAEF TR ELT, BHOMREKER IR TIZ5IHL2D, [aHk
DERBITwE Lo T THAREOLFBENIND S /0D, 19404
128 . B S B S N ZOEOROETZMHE ) U, 2702600
FEDZ ETHo7,

E

1 AR, 6 (HEHESE MERERICRT) 2R E—8&OT - S - U4+ v b
L ER L L C—] REH KSEER 2] 68(199743 A), 163-191, B &
O, [BHESSMMERERICRTI2HO—T - S - =) 4y FOEHROBRE LD
o T—I[ABAL AR R IEI69(19984E 1 A), [251-78% &R SN2,
Fhen, (85 1 TR 2] LHERT %, EROBERZE, ThoickEyds,
2 MBS [H2EIT. S. =y4vy b CRZHMRA, 1933411 8), 19.
3 IFHAEE [Matthew Amold & B OBLFEAFER T ] The Muse (1928 4E 11 A), 45.
419304 1 FOHMT, BRI “ERE 28 Th, ik, ThAd “0E" Oxik
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HOTIEE L, 20 EEBEFEO)HEEONEL bERT 5, (E—HT.S. Eliot

OICEYET [3£3EM%E) 32:1 [1930 £ 4 A), 19.)

727EL, COREOFFIER L, “ET BT, S. Eliot dHRABFIINT 2
ROIBEOTAERETH L, MLTLCHEEOLEREZRREEF LI LM
NTEFRELOMRORRE* 42 &) LT 5EMEET S, Eliot K& John Middleton
Murry JK Edmund Blunden X% & O ) IZHRICER L TA20OTH 2720 & &
x4y FOREEHR, bW LIERHEROMTERLTVLOTH L,

5 EEAE A CEOHER Fim ) [(5ikEEF S 2 MEARI(1933F 1 H),
10. BTOSIRLRIE, MK, COBLERTS L&, GO FR THET 5,

6 TUF vy FRO L AT, “consciousness” FHVT BT L IZLEE,

What is to be insisted upon is that the poet must develop or procure the consciousness of

the past and that he should continue to develop this consciousness throughout his career.

(T. S. Eliot, “Traditon and the Individual Talent,” Selected Essays [Faber, 1932; 1951], p.

17)

L, “BEANOEBLFROFR (185 EF LA, "BRHER CHT2
—goFE, [T, S. =4y M 183-4HEERK,

7 REEAN G [BIREXFOREIEREE [BARXEORE] #FF 7
NEF V]2 (1940$ 1A), 144, ZOEFICOWTH, #if6 RREE [BAHET
FOFRE) et - S xF v FORLOEE Y R — I TEEREERE
P ETFLT] 44445 (1988 423 ), 157-189 B ‘éhtw

8 REFRF [Introduction] [Essays by T. S. Eliot] (f2e4t, 193548 B), xlv. bHE
DI Fy VERHE, TOEITL o TRNEES o:;u;g U7 EEOMEHER
BT, BETHOMEMEEL R TI9354E5 P o [FEFEHR]IIBR N 2
TOBEEER D, 48, [IFLAE]ITWI LIS, sSATHCRTRTORER
2% T 72H%, “Tradition and the Individual Talent,” “The Perfect Critic” 35 & UF The
Sacred Wood ~DHIH_HBOFLOBHEFHFELN T, FIITE8H LR o7

B, OEIFIET AL, KEINHFEER LV £ E, “thehistorical sense,
which we may call nearly indispensable to anyone who would continue to be a poet beyond
his twenty-fifth year” \CBD L %2 A% 5, “MAEMRM" CEINP L RFRER MR
FEEIZL T, 2k I,

SiUd, EBlioth, THEAHICHEE LTRAELY, Bil—&2#DT, Ih

%, TOBAETIGBEOHHAR, HEEFCHESETRIFEOLERFHL

WEDLPS LT, BICHD, CFEEERTEEEL, REIELLETHAEN

R L W RAEONERLHCTRELLILESDE, HOBETHEML DD

O, BUMTEP BT I2FHOTHNTINEHREFRIFECALTH3DTH S,

(xIv)



66

Fod =5

9 KFAM FInroduction], xxii. AT, E&FE,HO5HICEZ R,

10 20 “Bi&” L B 2Fheh, 2EOF 7 A Mo ErNIc LT %,

Whoever has approved this idea of order, or the form of European, of English literature
will not find it preposterous that the past should be altered by the present as much as the
present is directed by the past. (“Tradition and the Individual Talent,” p.15)
He must be aware that the mind of Europe—the mind of his own country-—a mind which
he learns in time to be much more important than his own private mind—is a mind which
changes, and that this change is a development which abandons nothing en route, which
does not superannuate either Shakespeare, or Homer, or the rock drawing of the Magdalenian
draughtsmen. (/bid, p. 16)

11 T. S. Eliot, “Philip Massinger,” The Sacred Wood, 128-9; originally “Philip Massinger,”
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Synopsis

A Reading of Nishida Kitaro’s Lecture, “On Traditionalism™:
In Relation to the Contemporary Understanding of T. S. Eliot

Akira Nakai

To complete the readingé (No.68 and 69), Nishida’s uniqueness in his 1934
lecture is illustrated in terms of the contemporary understanding of Eliot, as
well as the general intellectual trend of the period.

Eliot’s historical sense is What makes a writer “traditional” and, “at the
same time,” makes a writer “most acutely conscious of his place in time, of
his own contemporaneity.” With a little shift of emphasis onto the latter, the
same historical sense could embrace two different attitudes towards history:
“Kontemplativ” to the past and “praktisch” for the future, according to the
words of Kiyoshi Miki in his “Hegel and Marx” (1928). In his “Problems of
Historicism” (1929) and elsewhere, Miki also advocates the “historical
consciousness/rekishiteki-ishiki” which, in the dialectic scheme, calls for
“practice” in history.

In T. S. Eliot (1933), the first study published in book form, Tatsuhiko
Arakawa quite rightly understands that Eliot’s historical sense is not the same
thing as historical consciousness, but he gives “rekishiteki-ishiki” for “historical
sense/rekishiteki-kankaku.” He is obsessed by the dialectic in history, and
Eliot’s traditionalism and the historical consciousness fail to meet. In 1934
Yoshimi Kudo, in his book review of Arakawa’s, goes further and bluntly
attacks Eliot for his lack of will to act. The year is marked by the series of

debates over the ‘“Literature and Practice,” and various “proposals” are talked
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about even within English literary circles.

Kazumi Yano feared that Eliot might preach to young readers only of the
importance of the sense of “contemporaneity,” and he emphasizes the sense
of tradition and the “sensibility” of Eliot as a poet and critic in his
“Introduction” to Essays by T. S. Eliot (1935), the first selection of English
texts with detailed annotations. His apprehension, however, does not
necessarily have grounds, for the readers of Eliot in general are more concerned
with Eliot’s concept of time, i.e. the historical sense. And yet Yano himself,
without knowing it, adopts “rekishiteki-ishiki.” In the case of Motohiro Fukase,
he gives “rekishiteki-kankaku” in his first summary of the passage that ever
appeared in printed form, “Matthew Arnold and Contemporary Critical Spirit”
(1929), but his booklet The Tendencies in the Modern British Criticism (1932)
— the one Nishida first referred to — reads “‘rekishiteki-ishiki,” which is repeated
in his later writings. This replacement suggests how far the jargon had
permeated the thinking of intellectuals at large, and indeed, with very few
exceptions, the expression is fixed and shared by the readers of Eliot.

One of the exceptions is, of course, Nishida. And his merit lies in the fact
that he takes Eliot’s historical sense for a version of pure/immediate experience.
It is not until in 1938 that English readers of Eliot become aware of his
philosophical background which goes back to his thesis, Experience and the
Objects of Knowledge in the Philosophy of F. H. Bradley (1916).

In his later writings Nishida continues to make references to Eliot’s historical
sense, along with his own theory of “tradition as a catalyst.” In 1943, in the
war years, appears his “Tradition,” where, though he does not refer to Eliot,
tradition is defined as what operates upon the making of history and, at the
same time, is itself operated on by history; each individual, he confirms,

becomes a traditional/historical existence in that past-present-future is captured
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through insight. It is rash to say that he is under Eliot’s influence, but “the
world of historical reality” and “the eternal now” could not have been united
without a catalyst: tradition.

While Nishida is concerned about how tradition works, Miki finds it
necessary, in 1934, to analyse the components of tradition, including everyday
institutions like greetings, hand clappings, exchange of money at the counters,
down to things socio-political, and to see how they are brought about, as what
Valéry calls “convention/fiction” or “myth.” It should be remembered that
already at this stage socialist ideas are being suppressed and revivalism of
Japanese tradition begins to have a strong appeal to intellectuals. In fact the
debate over “practice” is being replaced by another debate over “proposals.”
Kenji Ishida, for example, chooses rekishiteki-kankaku and extols what Eliot
means by tradition, and yet he realizes that it is not the time for scholars to
stay in the lecture rooms but to do something on behalf of the people (1934).
And when it comes to applying Eliot’s idea of tradition at home, his proposal
turns into a practice in accordance with Japanese spirit, virtues such as ancestor
worship, family ties — all of which culminate in the State (Spring 1935). He is
serious, but fails to see, from this vantage view point, that this tradition might
be a fiction.

Whether or not Nishida’s “logic of reconciliation,” as Miki observes, ends up at
the same kind of harmonious fiction, is beyond the scope of the present reading. It
might be suggested, however, that his ““Tradition” is written as his refutation of a
fanatic traditionalist, who attacks him saying that his philosophy is Greco-Roman
[i.e. Western] oriented and that it is not a philosophy obedient to the Imperial Family.
In this connection calm and detached scrutiny should be made of one of his
“notorious” books, Nihonbunka no Mondai [On Japanese Culture] (1940), which,

incidentally, includes yet another reference to Eliot’s historical sense and tradition.



