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Our business. T repeat, is the making of Socialists, Le. con-
vincing people that Socialism is good for them and is possible. When
we have enough people of that way of thinking, they will find out
what action is necessary for pufting their principles in practice.

Thercefore, 1 say, make Socialists. We Socizlists can do nothing
else that is useful, and preaching and teaching is not out of date

for that purpose.?
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Synopsis

A Note on Morris’s Utopia
Mami Yamada

William Morris (1834-95), poet and prose writer, artist and crafis-
man, was cne of the pioneers of socialism in Britain.

Looking Backward, written in 1888 by E. Bellamy, a then little-known
American novelist, had much success. It seemed to many to point to a
practical solution for real problems, and it created a sensation among

English socialists.

The flat equality, the almost military regimentation of labour, the
bureaucratic organisation and the rigidity of life are part of his vision
presented in Looking Backward. This quality of the socialism in
Bellamy’s utopia gave offense to Morris and he wrote a long and
highly critical review in the Socialist League journal, The Commonweal,
January 22, 1889. To him Looking Backward was a challenge which
he could only answer by giving his own ufopia. That is, Looking
Bockward was the immediate provocation that led Morris to write
News from Nowhere,

News from Nowhere appeared as a serial in The Commonmweal in 1820,
It was the outcome of his years of thought and preparation and was, in
fact, the climax of his whole work. Morris had learned from Ruskin
to see art not as a special activity preducing a special kind of luxury
goods but as an essential part of the whale life of man. And he also

was influenced by several contemporary thinkers, Kropotkin, a Russian
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anarchist, Owen and Fourier, famous utopian socialists.

News from Nowhere is written as a “Utopian Romance”, and the utopia
presented is the society in the 21st century after a Socialist Revolution.
In this Arcadian utopia, there is no parliament, government, laws, or
private property, and zll authority and power have disappeared com-
pletely. The essentials in the utopia are fellowship, abundance of the
necessaries of life, sun. air, and free space and joy in one's work.

Already the young Morris had correctly passed judgment on the
misery of Victorian England, and he saw that ne one could he happy
except in a free society. He was a man passionately in love with the
classless society, It was through Marxism that he found the road to
the classless society. When speaking in general lerms, he called
himsel a socialist, but he liked to use the word communist to define
precigely the kind of socialist he was. But his ufopia in News from
Nowhere 15 a complete anarchic world in which we can not find any
kind of autherity and power. And it is the human nature of wealthy
free people that is the centre and permanent interest of News jrom No-
where, a human nature which poverty, exploitation, competition, fear and
greed have had no part in shaping.

Morris loved the past, especially the later Middle Ages, and consi-
dered the Gothic Spirit, which he had learned from “The Nature of
Gothic® in The Sfones of Venice by Ruskin, as the spirit of his utopia.

In Chapter 17, the longest, Morris wrote many details of a Socialist
Revolution, which he dated in the year 1952, and as a whole no other
imaginary account of a revolution is so convincing as Morris's. And iis
success comes largely from the way in which Morris used his own ex-

perience in the actual movenment, especially at the massacre at Trafalgar
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Square (1886). For him, utopia was not somewhere remote in time cr
space but grew out of the existing society through struggle.

He did not imagine, nor did he claim in News from Nowhere, that social-
ism will make men perfect, but insisted that in the world of clear and
transparent relationships all the problems of life weuld be encountered
on a new and higher level and would be capable of sclution. In his
utopia & person is free in every sense of the word—ruler of one's environ-
ment and of one’s self. His utepia, in which the evils of capitalism have
entirely ended, produces a new quality of happiness, fellowship, tolera-
tion, universal courtesy, and delight in life.

News from Nowhere is important not only as a summing-up of William
Morris’s lifework but alse for its coatribution to a debate which is
even more crucial in the 20th century than it was in the 19th. Most
of the questions Morris raised in 1890 are the questions we are faced
with now. And he offers his utopia as his personal answer to these
guestions, and he prompts us to consider the condition of our society
and to measure if against the gualities of life that we hold most
valuable.

Morris says in the last chapter: “Go on living while you may, striving,
with whatsoever pain and labour needs must be. to build up little by
litlle the new day of fellowship, and rest, and happiness"—this is his

final message to us, faced with the same evils as those wn his days.



