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One of the consequences. ag it seems to me, of our failure to
grasp the proper relation of the Eternal and the Transient, is our
over-gstimation of the importance of owr own fHme This is natural to
an age which, whatever ifs professions, is still imbued with the

doctrine of progress.’

“BhbiEVhO" & “Ebalo” LORREANTER BT, F0
FEE, WEOBRRLC L0, RELEEAELE-TYy5, RS E



3

e PR AR BT 159

EEFERE, FhA, EBROB TR R T\ SRR,

WO I - T, RREBFETLCTEONETSELIARRLD
LHER, ChELS LOTERSED L L OsRM Bk
O, FOBREOEENRLZTIR V. LT, #ihhaiERD
EEBE XD Uiy

The doctrine of progress cannct make the future seem to us more
real than the present—this faith cur senses biuntly deny; and a
future in tHme, of infinite or indefinite extent, is something which

we can by no means realize.
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But the doctrine of progress, while it can do little to make the
future more teal to us, has a very strong influence towards making
the past less real to us.
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For it [the doctrine of progress] leads us to take for granted that

the past, any part or the whole of it, has ils meaning only in the
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present; leads us to ask of any past age, not what it has been in

itself, not what the individuals composing it have made of them-

selves, but, what has that ape done for ws?
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the docirine of progress. . . . leads us fto ask of any age. . . . what
has that age done for wus?
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If it Tthat age] has left us any inherilance that we still value, then
that age 18 justified; and when we have ceased to value anything
that the age has left us, then thal age has come to appear to he

just pure waste, and might as well have never existed. The values
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of a past age are right only so far as they serve the values of our
own—whatever our values may happen to be: if our values happen
t¢ be these of an H., G. Wells, then a peculiar account of history
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This historical sense, which is a sense of the timeless as well as
of the temporal and of the timeless and of the temporal together,
is what makes a writer traditional. And it is at the same time
what makes a writer most acutely conscious of his place in time. of

his ewn contemporaneity.’?
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We must believe, first, thal the human race can, if it will improve
indefinilely; that it can improve both its material wellbeing and
its spiritual capacities. We must alse have a conception of a per-
fect society attainable on earth, And we must alse admit the
inadequacy of these ambitions and ideals.®
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Synopsis
T. S. Eliot’s Historical Sense
in Prewar Japan:
A Reading of Motohiro Fukase,
The Theme in Modern English Literature

Akira Nakai

The aim of this essay is to examine the historical sense of Eliot as
Fukase presents it in The Theme in Modern Fnglish Liferafure in 1938,
in the context of the infellectual situation as well as of Eliot studies in
pre-war Japan. In his review in 1940, Kazumi Yanc rightly made a
special reference to its reading of Eliot's *Commentary”™ (QOct., 1932).
This is, among other things, a great tribute to Japanese readers:
Fukase believed the historical sense formulated in 1919 ta be not only
applicable to literature but also to a civilization whose unrest invites
ideas and plans “on the doctrine of progress.” The studies of Eliot
necessarily include some responses to the domestic scene, and Fukase
is such a case. He knew that another kind of histerical sense was
being materialized.

Alreadv in 1937 Fukase published 7. 5. Elist. {For ifs merits, see
Takamichi Ninomiya's “Some Japanese Responses” in 1. S. Eliot: A
Tribute from Japan.) Its circulation, however, was limited, because it
was sold only to subscribers. It was not until Feb. 1939 that Fukase’s

book reached svider readership. T. S, Elipt was rtetained in a newly
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enlarged version, including some of the passages from Social Criticisim
in England (19343, Trends in Modern Literature (1932) is reproduced to
form its introductory chapter. In this 1933 setting, the “theme” is that
of an English literature facing spiritual and social unrest after the
first world war, and the model “answers” are given in contrast, Fukase
sees, by J. M. Murry and Eliot. To complete the scheme a new
chapter on Murry is included.

The Eliot vs. Murry pattern is not new in itself Already in 1933,
the first detailed study in Japan, 7. 5. Elief by Tsuneo Kitamura, took
up the tension of Classicism vs. Romanticism in Eliot's essay, “The
Function of Criticism.” This was a reflection of the Japansse literary
scene of the time when, along with the introduection of European
Madernism, “Intellectualism” was replacing “prolstarian® literature in
popularity.

Eliot’s classicism provided ground for the integrily of literature, but
his social criticism. on the other hand, disturbed the readers because
of his emphasis on religious doctrine. For a more workable theory,
some lurned to Murry, V. F. Calverton {once widsly read), and, later,
to the “New Country” group. Thus the studies of Eliot took, in some
way or other, a defensive stance. When Yano affirmed in 1935 in his
“Introduction” to the essays of Eliot he complied, that the historical
sense makes us see the traditional values in literature, he had to ward
off any “sociological” reading of the text. And yet., in this approach,
the other phase of Eliot ag an expounder of spiritual values in civiliza-
iton escaped his examination. What is more, while Yano discarded the
socialist tendency in literature and society at home, political censorship

was being extended even to the liberal minded.



PRIEEL Y BRSNS O] Rl 187

The scene had been changing after Japan's withdrawal from the
League of Nations in 1933, and reached a new stage with the “China
Affair” in July 1937, a month after Fukase's 7. S. Eliof. Now in 1939,
equipped with the Mobilization Law for censorship, the age demanded
of the general public a historical sense as an ideology for the “New
Order” to be established in East Asia. (“Far East” was replaced
because of its Europo-centric conmotation). It was something different
in kind beth from a sense of history materializing a new world on an
international basis, and that of historv preserving spiritual values in
the European tradition.

In 1939, while demonstrating “an inevitable process” of Murry's
romantic mind to take a Marxist approach to the theme of unrest,
Fukase establishes a new approach to Eliot. Eliot is presented as a
man of classical mind whose historical sense inevitably compels him to
search for higher values to judge “the doctrine of progress”™ in society
as well as in literature, and, most importantly, Fukase draws attention
to the ways that Fliot's historical sense can stand against Fascism,
another version of the doctrine, as well as Corumunism,

Here is a striking passage [first formulated in 1937 and retained in
1933. This is one of the great merits Ninomiva falled to mention in
his essay {1966).

The historical sense is not only the sense of pastness of the past, as

is usually understood, but also involves the sense of the presentness

of the past. Only this historical sense can bear the destiny of future.

The future overcomes the past by swallowing it. If it leaves any-

thing outside it is lost,

Eliot's historical sense had not included the future in its scope, as he
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writes in 1932, “a future in time, of infinite or indefinite extent, is
something which we can by no means realize.” All the same, the
passage is quite convincing, for if the historical sense leaves out any-
thing from the past as past, the future is deceptive and the efforts to
build a brave new world, for example, are dangerous as well as
illusory. Indeed the last two sentences are taken from Ortega v
Gasset, When he referred to the future in The Revolf of the Massss,
Ortega was refuting the visions of the future which Bolshevism and
Fagcism claimed, as “two clear examples of essential retrogression,”
.because “they do not, in foreshortening, represent the whole of the
past, a condition which is essential in order to improve on that past.”

The passage seems only to formulate the historical sense of Eliot as
classicist, and, indeed, has often been quoted without considering its
originality. This, however, goes back as early as 1934, when Fulase,
believing that Ortega shared the historical sense of Eliot, introduced
his passages at length in Social Criticism wn England. Incidentally,
The Theme in Modern English Liferature has an echo of another book
of Orlega, The Medern Theme, also introduced in 1934,

It was quife natural for Fukase, in concluding 7. S. Elial in 1937, to
elaborate upon Eliol's stance on Communism and Fascism, quoting from
“Catholicism and International Order.” In 1939, the concluding
chapter was enlarged under the title of “Problems of World Order,”
which includes other passages from “Mr. Barnes and Mr. Rowse,”
“The Literature of Fascism,” and some of the “Commentaries” on the
same issue. In March 1941 he published the {ranslation of Bevond
Politics by Christopher Dawson. Fukase admits that the theme carried

over from the “Problems of World Crder” in his study of Eliot is
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covered in the book, but the war was already inevitable.

Fukase, while iimiting his arguments to modern English literature,
succeaded in introducing criteria to measure the rising demand for the
sense of history at home. Though he was never a social critic, his
viewpoint as nourished by Eliot and contributors to his Criterion opened
another perspective on the Japanese counter-part. The age overwhelm-
ed his efforts, but his work crowns the Eliot studies of the time in

that he cultivated the intellectual stand to be kept.



