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If a Person who prys into the Characlers of others, with no other
Design but to discover their Faults, and to publish them to the
Waorld, deserves the title of a Sianderer of the Reputations of Men;
why should nol a Critic, who reads with the same malevolent View,
be as properly stiled the Slanderer of the Reputations of Books?

(II, 567)
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. it is the property of a detractor, when he seeth a worthy
person, whem he doth not affect, or whom he is concerned to
wrong, to survey him thoroughly, and to sift all his actions, with
intent to descry some failing, or any semblance of a fault, by
which he may disparage him; when he vieweth any good action,
he peereth into it labouring to espy some pretence to dercgate
from the commendation apparently belenging to it. This in general
is the nature of this fault?

Wesleyan RO Tom Jones ©EFfHFCHS Martin C. Batfestin ¥,
Fielding 455 113 31 5 C @A MR G Y BRE T2 - T,
Barrow CEESEVAILPERL T B2 L Ty 55 H=i, Ik
FICRPE -7 FRLFLC &9 im0 P L Eh T 5 WA EET
B6 LV H T uinh UM B L, FESERD S BELEND 2 LTS
o EEsgFEic Rt 2 KB OFEE LT, Barmow Of#ic RN D BB



Blifil o —7 OB IHTTERER L LT oEE— 97

EEFCPRIRER TS LEZ TL IV 5 Bbh s,

Pielding X, =z k5 o kB s L, TiEEE
FBEOfee], [fh&mEm | MR & shAsgl LERTZ. =5
i, BEPRAITE IR EFI D LB EES L, FOHBERR
DL LT VWS,

Slander is a more cruel Weapon than a Sword, as the Wounds
which the former gives are always incurable. On method, indeed,
there is of killing, and that the basest and most execrable of all,
which bears an exact Analogy to the Vice here disclaimed against,
and that is Poison. A Means of Revenge so base, and yet so horri-
ble, that it was once wisely distinguished by our Laws from all
other Murders. in the peculiar Severity of Punishment. {(II, 567-
5687
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If in any Thing I have offended, it was really without anv Inten-
ticn. Some Things perhaps here said, may have hit thee [Reader]
or thy Friends; but I do most solemnly declare they were not
pointed at thee or them. T question not but thou hast been told.
among other Stories of me, that thou wast to travel with a wvery
scurrilous Fellow: But whoever told thee so, did me an Injury.
No Man detests and despises Scurrility more than myself; nor
hath any Man more Reason . . . . (II, 914)
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. it [Slander] often proceeds from no Provocation, and seldom
promises itself any Reward, unless some black and infernal Mind
may propose a Reward in the Thought of having procured the
Ruin and Misery of another. (IL, 3638}
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Slander thence hath always been a principal engine, whereby
covetons, ambitious, envious, ill-natured, and vain persons have
strove to supplant their competitors, and advance themselves;
meaning thereby to procure, what they chiefly prize and like,
wealth, or dignity, or reputation, favour and power in the courl,

respect and interest with the people?
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Prudentia est rerum bonarum et malarum neutrarumgue scientia,
Partes eins; memotia, intellegentia, providentia. Memoria est per
quam animus repetit illa quae fuerunt: intelligenlia, per quam ea

perspicit quae sunt; providentia, per quam futurum aliquid videtur
anle quam factum esgt.1s
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The prudence of faith is indeed the only prudence considerable;
all other prudence regarding objects very low and ignoble, tending
10 designs very mean or base, having fruits very poor or vain. To
be wise about affairs of this life (these fleefing, these empty, these
deceitful shadows) is a sorry wisdom; to he wise in purveying for
the flesh, is the wisdom of a beast, which wise enough to prog ifs
sustenance; to be wise in gratifying fancy, is the wisdom of a
child, who can easily entertain and please himself with trifles; to
be wise in contriving mischief, or embroiling things is the wisdom
of a fiend, in which the old serpent, or grand politician of hell,
doth exceed all the Machiavels in the world, . . 18
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. self-discipline, discretion, foresight, expediency came to he
valued for mercenary reasons ... as the surest means of pros-
pering in the world. . . . In this new context, the prudent person
is coolly self-interested—even, in the fact, hypocritical: he prizes
ihe reputation of virtue more than virtue itself, since a good name
can be profitable to him, will enable him more easily to use others
to his own advantage; he is seldom open or candid (and then
only by design). since he must conceal his true motives from those
he hopes to gain by; he is never passicnate. since only the man
who is in control of himself can hope to manipulate others'®
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. it is lately, very lately, that I have found him [Blifil] capable
of the basest and blackest Designs; for, indeed, T have at last
found out, that he hath taken an Advantage of the Openness of my
own Temper, and hath concerted the deepest Project, hy a long
Train of wicked Artifice, to work my Ruin, which at last he hath
effected. (II, 657
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Goodness of Heart, and Openness of Temper, tha' these may give
them [Readers] great comfort within, and administer to an honest
Pride in their own Minds, will by no Means, alag! do their
Business in the World. Prudence and Circumspection are neces-
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sary even to the best of Men. They are indeed as it were a
Guard to Virtue, without which she can never ba safe. It is not
enough that vour Designs, nay that vour Actions are intrinsically
good, vou must take Care they shall appear so. If vour Inside he
never so beautiful, you must preserve a fair Outside alse. This
must be constantly leoked to or Malice and Envy will take Care to
blacken it so, that the Sagacity and Goodness of an Aflworthy will
not be able to see through it, and to discern the beauty within.
Let this, my young Readers, be your constant Maxim, That no Man
can be good enough to enable him to neglect the Rules of Pru-
dence; nor will Virtue herself look beautiful, unless she be
bedecked with the outward Ornaments af Decency and Decorum.
(1, 1413
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As the malicious Dispositien of Mankind iIs too well known, and
the cruel Pleasure which they take in destroying the Reputations of
others, the Use we are to make of this Knowledge is {o afford no
Handle to Reproach; For, bad as the Warld is, it seldom falls on any
Man who hath nof given some slight Cause for Censure, though
this, perhaps, is often aggravated Ten thousand Fold; when we blame
the Malice of the Aggravation we cught not to forget our own Im-

prudence in giving the Occasion.®
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As a villain . . . he is no Iago but merely a clever opportunist
who is likely to overreach himself {as the failure of his first
shemes shows) and whose power of harm depends entirely on the
blindness of Allworthy; he deceives Tom only temporarily and
Sophia and Mrs. Miller not at all; and after we have seen the
display of his personal ineptilude in the proposal scene with
Sophia; we are prepared to wait, without too much active suspense,

for his final showing-up.2®
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E%mmcﬁﬁ%k%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%&iwabfwéza& EHEWE L D
FEETERELTELSRETESH, Thicld, eSSt ERALETHS



BLfl bl — 2 OEHE T 2R L LTOER— 109

B, ToTHHLTEER D 2 EEARE NGOG RE LT
— LA E o Ty RO T, BEANEEPECDRCT LTy E
Bl ALk ERBEOPTESIMEHR L T{NE2—E7T %, KDY
ZLEMTERL A STLES L THDYN, flatE, Jones OOLEEABEIC
WS, REREOEEYIENCZTEDTLE ST, EOBEALE
FEASEEELR-TLEYTHS I, R L5572 L5 Blfil 245
2 DO TS 5 b Fielding 3.

. it would he an ill Office in us Lo pay a Visit to the inmost
Recesses of hiS'[Bliﬁl’s] Mind, as some scandalous People search
into the most secret Affairs of thelr Friends, and often pry into
their Closets and Cuphoards, only to discover their Poverty and
Meanness to the World. (I, 159)
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This Word Critic is of Greek Derivalion, and signifies Judgement. Hence I
presume some Persens who have not understood the Original, and have seen
the Pnglish Translation of the Primitive, have concluded that it meant
Tudgment In the legal Sense, in which it is frequently used as equivalent to
Condemnaticn. {II, 565)

£\ TFielding ©0EbHFH, TE@ Barrow @Fh bk X ETv5 2 LRAEW
Mits,
Judge not. As to the word, we may chserve, that it bewng in itself, accor-
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ding to its primitive sense, of a middle and indifferent signification, is yet
frequently in the seripture used in the worst sense; so as to imporl these
acts, or those effecls of judgment, which pass to the disadvantags of ihe
persons subjected thereto; for condemnation and for infliction of punishment:
and this sense here surely the word doth principaily respect . .. . (Isaac
Barrow, Sermon XX, “Against Rash Censuring and Judging,” Works, I, 211)

7 Barrow % Sermon XVIII, “The Folly of Slander” ¢, iz X - T2 5E0
WEE AL 9iedslLtes,

Meny (saith another wise man, the imitator of Sclomon) have fallen of lhe
sword: bl pot so many as have fellen by the fomgue. . .. Tncurable are the
wounds which the slanlderer inflicteth, irreparable the damages which he
causeth, in delible the marks which he leaves. No baisem can heal the biting
of @ spcophant; no thread can stitch up a good name torn by calumnious
defamation; no soap is able to cleanse from the stains aspersed by a foul
mouth. (Works, 1, 197-192)

8 “detraction” @ % Barrow 3, Sermon XIX, “Against Detraction” ic#hus
T, OLSRTEEL TS,

Il Idetraction] is the fault . . . which, out of naughty disposition or design,
striveth to disgrace worthy persons, or to disparage gocd actions, locking for
blemishes and defects in them, using care and artifice to pervert or misre-
presenl things to that purpose. (Works, I, 203-204)

9  Isaac Barrow, Sermon XVII, “The Folly of Slander,” Works, 1, 187.

10 SEErlee e icfhsr T B e hie - kicow T, Felding i, “And what is
severe Fate, 1 have had some of the abusive Writings of those very men
fathered upon me, who in other of their Works have abused me themsclves
with the utmost Virulence (I1, 914)” & H & OWEFEMERBEL TS 217 ¢
L, TOBOHFEPEL T 5 PHEL 7o T B, 1TAMEIE RS ke Misce-
longes O30T

. as I have been very unjustly censured, as well on account of what I have
not wrif, as for what I have; T take this Opportunity to declare in the most
solemn Manner, I have long since (as long as from June 1741) desisted from
wriling one Syllable in the Champion, or any other public Paper; and that [
never was, nor will be the Author of anonymous Scandal on the private
Histary or Family of any Person whatever. (Henry Fielding, Miscellanies by
Henry Fielding, Esg, ed. Henry Knight Miller [“The Wesleyan Edition of the
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Siwple B 2TEO B vTh, [ FTEC I R E Ty b ELLE,
Sarah Fielding, The Adventure of David Simple (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1987, pp. 3-4 #&Hoz &,

11 Fielding #RiginiBhe B ThbhTwvinn &, Tom Jones 2 IFE[FRR]
WTHETS ATl The Jacobilds Journal 3 —11- pe L s RS, FEL A
Henry Fielding, The Jacobite's Journal and Réelated 1Tritings, ed. W. B. Coley
(*The Weslevan LEdition of the Works of Henv Fielding,” Oxford: the Clarendon

Press, 1974}, pp. 2352236 #HEO = 2,

12 mowgEgs b LT “detraction” b “slander” @ iEB:SEE, REELET
S L T, The Osford Fnglish Dictignary (Oxford: the Clarendon Press,
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The action of detraciing from a person’s merit or reputation; the ulterance

of what is depreciatory or injurious lo his repufaticn: depreciation, dispara-
gement, defamation, calummy, slander
LEEENTYH, F, Samuel Johnson 5. .1 Dicflenary of the Inghsh Lan-
guage (London: W, Strahan, 1775. Reprinted New York: AMS, 1967) )T,
Detraclion, in the native importance of the word, signifies the withdrawing or
taking off from a thing; and, as if is applied to the reputation, it denotes
the Impairing or lessing a man iz poial of fame, rendering him less valued
and esleemed by others, which is the final alm of defraction, though pursued
by varicus means.
k. “defraction” kv AEEWEHEL T 5, 21 2 o0 L, “detraction” (T
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utterance intended to injure, defame, or cast detraction on the person abonl
whom it 1s made” =g &iy, MEE LT, “Count de Villefort has detected the
slanders that have robbed me of all I hold dear on earth” (Aan Radelii @
The Mysterics of Udolpho 3 9) BET HNTvE, 20, [HEARESITS J &
DX MiAR IR EE-S ] S v o BRSS, R CHERESTSA T S5E
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13 Martm C. Battestin, The Providence of Wit: Aspects aof Form in Augusian
Literature and the Aris (Oxford: the Clarendin Press, 1874}, p. 176. i, F&EBOTE
6 # “Fielding: The Definition of Wisdem® ¥, “prudence” edsEfEtha35 0 Ik
WICTRICTHRT T Y, AREVERECRLBEIC LAz L E, BRI LTS
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14 F. Homes Dudden, II, 675.

15 Cicero, De Inwventione, Vol. II of Cicers, trans. . M. Hubbell (“the Loeb
Classical Library,” London: William Heinemann, 1976), p. 326. &3 wlic, L
TFRILGREF LT,

Wisdom is the knowledge of what Is good, what is bad and what is neither
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good nor bad. Iis parts are memory, intelligence, and foresight. Memory is
the faculty by which the mind recalls what has happened. Intelligence is the
faculty by which it ascertains what is. Foresight is the faculty by which it is
seen that something is going to occur before it occurs. (p. 327)
16 Tsaac Barrow, Sermon [I. “Of Faith,” Works, II, 190-101.
17 Machiavelli 23, ¥k 5 hFET, “prudence” Fv 53ERFVTWiedhk
*, ZE%‘E%H: LT#EMLTE {, Machiavelli i, EhASErE L iEE 3 Rk
CEACST Il b e, BEDDME LR, FOEHEKRDLY
B L Ty 5,
For lhe one who ordered that kingdom [France], knowing the ambition of the
powerful and their insolence, and judging it necessary for them to have a
bit in their mouths to correct ihem, and on the other side, knowing the
hatred of the generality of people against the great, which is founded in its
fear, and wanting to secure them, intended this not to be the particular
concern of the king, so as to take from him the blame he would have from
the great when he favored the popular side, and from the popular side when
he favored the great; and so he constituted a third judge to be the one who
would beat down the great and favor the lesser side without blame for the
king, This order could not be better, or more prudenf, or a greater cause of
the security of the king and the kingdom. From this one can infer amother
notable thing: that princes should have anything blameable administered by
others, favors by themselves. Again T conclude thal 2 prince should esteem
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the great, but not make himself hated by the people ({italics mine] (Niccold
Machiavelli, The Prince, trans. Harvey C. Mlansfield, Jr. [Chicage: The
TUniversity of Chicago Press, 1985], p. 75}
18 Martin C. Battestin, p. 173
19 EERMoRILIRE, TERE 0 2 RMMICERL TS L\ 50, Boetius EA
o EFE TR Z, Martin C. Battestm, The Moval Basis of Fielding’s Art: A Study
of Joseph Andrews (Middletown, Connecticut: Wesleyan University Press, 1959),
p49 Ciim Db T ad Wilson ok - Boetins OEFR OIS T 2152
TOMErEL BCENRTH S,
20 Martin C, Battestin, The Providence of Wit, p. 173
21 Aurélien Digeon, The Nevals of Fielding (London: Routledge, 1925, Reprinted
New York: Russell & Russell, 1962, p. 144.
23 Henry Fielding, Amelia, ed. Martin C. Battestin {“The Wesleyan Edition of
the Works of Henry Fielding,” Oxford; Clarendon Press, 1983). p. 100.
23 AAE, Tom Jonss BS % EES 7 Z¢, Allworthy 12 Jones 12, (ke X 9 inliBh%
LTvB,

I am convinced, my Child, thal vou have much Goodness, Generosity and
Heoncur in yeur Temper; if you will add Prudence and Religion to these,
yvou must be happy: For the three former Qualities, I admit, make vou wor-
thy of Happiness, but they are the latter only which will put vou in Posses-
sion of it. (I, 244)
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will be so much our own Enemies as to neglect it, we are not fo wonder if
the World is deficient in discharging their Duty to us; for when a Man lays
the Foundatior of his own Ruin, others will, I am afraid. be top apt to build
upon it. {II, S60)
24 Arnold Kettle, “Tom Jones,” in Fielding: A Collection af Critical Essays, ed.
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Synopsis

THE MEANING OF BLIFIL'S
SLANDERING: A STUDY OF THE WAY
TO EFFECT HIS BLACKEST DESIGN

Masahiro Minai

It is well-known to every reader of Tom Jones that BLfil succeeds in
banishing Jones from Allworthy’s presence by carrying out his blackest
design. As his means to the design Blifil adopts slandering Jones.
(The blackest design means the whole plan by which the anticipated
resull is produced. and slandering, the way to realize the result)
Theve are two aims in Blifil's slandering. One is to deprive Jones of
the name of a good man. The other is to supplant Jones and have
both Allworthy's wealth and Sophia to himself. Fielding’s heloved
divine, Isaac Barrow, classifies the former kind of scurrilous attack as
“detraction” and the latter as “slander.” As shown in Toem Jones,
Fielding even calls the scurrilous attack, mentioned above as “detrac-
lion.” the act of an abject slave of vice, of an odious vermin produced
by society. Nevertheless, Fielding introduced into his work the scur-
rilous atiack which has two wicked aims. We cannot help surmising
that his introduction of slandering reveals his own special intention.

Jones's acquisition of “prudence” is the theme of Tom Jomes, And,
the kind of “prudence,” which Jones learns, means a proper regard to

his oulward appearance as well as the ability to judge what is good
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and what is bad from his experineces. What “prudence” means 1s
connected with Blifil’s slandering. The eighteenth century is the time
when a host of selfseeking Lypocrites, whose inlerest is always to
reach worldly success, were coming fto the fore. They iried lo achieve
a comiortable reconciliation between morality and Mammeon; their
purpose in life was to get on in the world and make money by preten-
ding to be wvirtuous, so they make every effort to preserve their good
names. The appearance cof Lhis kind of hypocrite results in threatening
good-nalured persons, who are not interested in how they appear fo
clthers. If one neglects making eflorts to appear good, even the best
person in the world will be vulnerable to the malicious designs of the
hypocrites and be branded as a bad man by them. To survive in the
world full of such self-centered hypocrites, Fielding emphasizes, peaple
should never forget proper regard for their reputation, although they
should, of course, preserve their moral health, This is the lesson not
only for Jones but also for the readers of Tom Jones.

Fielding chooses the presentation of a concrete example to his rea-
ders as the most effective way to give this useful lesson of life. The
following ihree types of characters are created intentionally: the good-
natured person whose indiscretion is to pay little attention 1o reputation
{(Jones=the readers of Tom Jomes), the villain who does everything
possible to appear good (Blifil=the selfseeking hypocrites), and the
incapable judge who estimates others by appearances only (Allworthy
=the world). Fielding also infroduces into Tom Jomes situations in
which the imprudent man of good nature is entrapped by a wicked
act—slandering. Through the characterization and setting, Fielding

tries to teach his readers how a good-natured preson should live. To
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attain this purpose he has Blifil adopt siandering as the means to carry
out his blackest design.

The sudden appearance of Blifil's slandering seems strange lo the
readers of Tom Jomes. The reason can be found in the law under
which the character of Blifil is portraved. Blifil must be an incrediblly
wicked man to act as a foil for Jones, the good-natured man; Blifil's
slandering serves to unmask what he really is, showing his villainy.
We cannot forget either that Blifil is a character belonging to the
comic world. If we identify ourselves with Blifil, we will feel the {ear
and indignation about Blifil sericusly; thus we won't be in any mood
to appreciate the humour of the larger comedy in which Blifil isalsoa
risible participant. Fielding has to avoid the detailed description of
Blifil's mental state. To sum up. Blifil is characterized under the
following two conditions: the exposure of villainy and the avoidence of
psychological description. These conditions, needless to say, influence
the presentation of Blifil's action—what he did to effect his blackest
design. The sudden appearance of Blifil's slandering, in which his
incredible wickedness is shown, results from the fact that Fielding
applies the two conditions about Blifi’s characterization to what BIifil
does.

Blifil's slandering as the way to carry out his blackest design is, it
will become clear from our discussion, closely concerned with the

theme of Tom Jomes and the characterization of Blifil.



