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I remember the annual processions of mighty rafts that used to
glide by Hannibal when I was a boy—an acre or so of white,
sweet-smelling hoards in each raft, a crew of two dozen men or
more, three or four wigwams scattered about the raft's vast level
space for storm-quarters—and T remember the rude ways and the
tremendous talk of their big crews. the exkeelboatmen and their
admiringly patterning successors; for we used to swim out a quarter
or a third of a mile and get on these rafts and have a rider
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I will throw in, in this place, a chapter from a book which I have
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been working at, by fits and starts, during the past five or six
vears, and may possibly finish in the course of five or six more. The
book is a story which details some passages in the life of an
ignorant village boy, Huck Finn, son of the town drunkard of my
time out west, there. He has run away from his persecuting father,
and from a persecuting go'od widow who wishes to make a nice,
{ruth-teiling, respectable boy of him; and with him a slave of the
widow’s has also escaped. They have found a fragment of a lumber
taft (it is high water and dead summer time), and are floating
down the river by night, and hiding in the willows by day,—bound
for Cairo,—whence the negro will seek freedom in the heart of
the free States. But in a fog, they pass Cairo without knowing it.
By and by they begin to suspect the fruth, and Huck Finn is per-
suaded to end the dismal suspense by swimming down fo a huge
raft which they have seen in the distance ahead of them, creeping
aboard under cover of the darkness, and gathering the needed
information by eavesdropping.’
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“Mr. Howells wanted me to ask you if he was fo have a carte-
blanche in making those corrections, the book is se much larger
than Tom Sakxfyer would in [it] not be better to omit that old
Mississippi matter? I think it would improve it.”?
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“Yes, I think the raft chapter can be left wholly out, by heaving
in a paragraph to say Huck visited the raft to find out how far il
might be to Cairo, but got no satisfaction. Even this is not neces-
sary unless that raft-visit is referred to later in the book. 1 think
it is, but am not certain.”®
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“There was 2 woman in our towdn,
In cur towdn did dwed'l,

She Ioved her husband dear-i-les,
But another man twyste as wed’l.

Singing teo, riloo, rileo, riloo,
Ri-too, riloo, rilay , . . e,
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She loved her hushand dear-i-lee,
But another man twyste as wed’l,”18
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' She went down to the doctor's shop
To see what she could find
To se2 if she coyld find anything
To make her old man blind,

She found six dozen old beef bones
And made him chew them all.
He says, “Old woman, I am so blind

I can't see you at all”

He says, “Old woman, Dl drown myself
IF I could find the wayp.”

She says, “My deavest husband,
il go show you the way."

She took him by the hand
And led him fo the brim.

He says, "0ld Woman, I'll drown wiyself
If you will push me in.”

The old woman stepped a little one side
To give a sounding spring.

The old man stepped a little one side, |
And she went bounding in.
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Then she bawled out, she squawled out,
As loud she could bawl.

He says, “Old woman, I am so blind
I caw't see you at ail.”

The old man being good-natured
And thought that she might swim,

He goes and gets a good long pole
And pushed her further inl®
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Now my song is ended,
I'll sing you no more.
Wasw’t she an old fool?
And he was seventy-four.

Now my song is ended,
Il sing you no more.
Wasw’t she an old fool

To trusi her husband 50?1
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“Always in Twain the best jokes reveal the profoundest connections,
and with the release of laughter triggered by this superbly timed
response we are made aware that we have been eavesdropping on
a parable about Huck Finn's life.”22
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the humorous introduction of the Biblical saga at the very start
of the book effectively ushers in the majestic theme of slavery
and freedom, and inexiricably associates Huck—a native of the
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river valley which its most famous citizen. Abraham Lincoln,
called the “Egypt of the West”—with the little Jewish chiid who,
abandoned in a great, contineatal river, grew up to lead an enslaved
people to freedom.?
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Synopsis -
The New Edition of Adventures
of Huckleberry Finn

—the significance of “the raft episode” —

Yorimasa Nasu

“The raft episode” is the first episode from “Huckleberry Finn” fo
appear in print, and the last one of Auckleberry Finn to be printed as
a part of the novel. ‘ .

Kenneth S. Lynn éssefted 1I'ig1‘1t1y‘ that it is “an episode of extraord-
inary richness, of great beauty and humor which takes us to the heart
of the novel.,” Indeed, the episode, rather than being an adventure
unconnected with what goes before or comes afterwards, is the focus of
the novel. Tt cancerns Huck’s adventure of swimming over to a huge raft
seen In the distance and gathering the information of his whereabouts by
eavesdropping. Huck climbs on board without being noticed. and listens
to the folk-song, “A Cruel Wife,” sung by a rafter, the colossal boasting
and brutal fights of the raftsmen, and the story of Dick Alibright’s
baby. At last when Huck is discoversd, he is jokingly identifving
with the dead baby, killed and buried in a barrel. Here Twain, in
effect, makes us notice that Dick Allbright’s cruelty to his own baby
mirrors the situation of Huck scared and nearly killed by Pap Finn.
Both boys, having died, really or seemingly, of the violence of their

own fathers, have come alive again in the flowing waters of the great
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Mississippi. Both are “alone and naked” under the cold eyes of white
gTOWN-UPS.

In short, “the raft episode” gives us an important clue to the ques-
tion, what the theme of Huckleberry Finn is. With the episode restored
after the second paragraph of chapter 16, the “New Huckleberry Finn” is
a novel dealing with the white men's cruselty to an orphan and his
rebellious flight for life,

The plausibilily of such an interpretation is supported by Twain’s
inner and outer problems caused in the 1870s, when he set about
writing Huckleberry Finm. The 1870s brought a marked increase in
concern about “child neglect” and “cruelty to children.” Against thay
deplorable condition an orgénized campaign arose during the period;
in 1878 the MSPCC (Massachusetts Society for Prevention of Cruelty {o
Children) was estaﬁlished. Afterwards there were thirty-four such
societies in the United States. Laws prescribed procedui—es and penal-
ties in cases of “child neglect” and “cruelty to children.”

And, June 2, 1870, Twain’s only son Langdon died. For this tragical
event Twain felt so deeply responsible, saying, “Yes, I killed him.”
He kept on blaming himself for mistreatment of TLangden in a Spring
morning when he took the son out for an airing. Looking back on that
carriage ride with the sick and feeble son, Twain wrote in 1908: “I
have always felt shame for that treacherous morning's work.” Then I
am going on the assumption that Twain, a lifelong guilt seeker,
recognized himself as “a cruel Dick Allbright”, and wrote a confession

novel of his own crime in the book of Huckleberry Finn.



