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Synopsis

Toshihiko Sakai's Interpretation
of William Morris

Mami Yamada

Williamm Morris (1834-96) is known as a poel, a writer, a designer,
and a socialist.

He was a crafisman well versed in many fields of handicrafts, and he
thought that the deplorable working conditions of those days were
caused mainly by 1he machine-production system of the Industrial
Revolution, He also thought that the deplorable working conditions
made lhe quality of handicrafts poorer and poorer. To prevent this
degeneration in the quality of handicrafls, he tacught, the working

conditions should be reformed.

It was mainly from John Ruskin's The Stones of Venice, especially its
famous chapter, “The Nature of Golhic,” that Morris received impor-
lant hints for forming his view of art. Among those who influenced
Morris in the formation of his sociaiist views were Roberl Owen.
Charles Fourier, and Karl Marz.

Neiws from Nowhere, one of Morris’s representalive works, has been
recognized as a milestone in the history of utopian fiction, The im-
aginary world presented in the bock is anarchic and pastoral. Those
who live in the utopian world work with pleasure and produce many

beautiful daily necessilies. They enjoy their life as hoth makers and
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ugers of those beautiful things, Thev kaie no government, no court of
jusiice, no forced education, and no state. Morris called himself a
Marzxist, but the ulopia presenied v News frowr Nowhere is rather
anarchic.

In Japan, socialism began to gain inlerest among Inielleciuals in the
thirties of Meiji Period (1897-1907). In the earlv Meiji Period, some
iypes of socialism were introduced into Japan from Furope and Amer-
ica: Christian socialism, utopian socialism, Marxism, and so forth, Iiis
generally acknowledged that Toshihiko Szkal {1870-1933) was one of
the first socialists in Japan. His contribution to the introduction of
socialism into Japan was great,

He appreciated Morris’s socialism and translated News from Nowhere,
His version of News from Nowhere appeared serizlly in a weekly news-
paper, Heimin Shinbun, edited by some socialists including himself, He
also wrote some essays on Morris's socialist views and emphasized that
his socialism was fostered by s own hope and experience as a
handieraftsman, The main purposc of this paper is to discuss how
Sakai interpreted Morris’s socialist views,

Some important points of Sskars interprelation of Morris are as
follows.

His introductory articles on Morris and his version of News from
Nuowhere appeared in 1904, eight vears after Morris's death. It shows
that Sakai had much interest in Morris's socialist views in the earliest
days of s career as a socialist.

Morris called himself & Marxist. but the utopian world presented in
News from Nowhere is rather anarchic than Marxian, If Saksi had

heen a fundamentalistic Marxist, he could not have appreciate Morris's
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utepian views, Sakai, trying to interprel varicus socialist views, in-
troduced Morris's utopia to Japanese socialisis as one of many types of
sceialist utopia,

Discussing Ruskin’s influence on Morris, he elucidated some unique
aspecls of Morrig’s socialist views, Morris thought, arl went to the bad
as a result of the corruplion of a society, and if the society was
reformed, art could be relieved from 115 corrupted state. And Morris
adopied sccialism as a means to reform English society.

Morris was Iinfluenced by various sccialists in the formation of his
socialist views, In this point, Sakai had something in common with
Moarris. Though they called themselves a Marzist. their way of think-
ing was not limited to a narrow sphere of socizlist sectarianism, but
was a broad-minded one, Tt was perhaps because both were men of
letters as well as praclical socialists.

Sakai erumerated scme books aboul Merris in the beginning of his
ariicle, "William Morris as an Aesthetic Sceialist,” which appeared in
the Kaizo In 1920. But in those bocks on Worris cited by Sakai,
Morris is not treated properly as a socialist, This shows lhat Morris's
aspect as a socialist was not appraised highly in those days even in
IEngland, Therefore, it can be said Sakai's inlerpretation of the
achievements of Secialist Morris is very imporlant nol. only as one which
introduced Morris’s socialist views into Japan bui as one which marked

a milestone in the history of the interprelation of Morris as a socialist,



