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People whose education largely consists of lectures, textbooks, and reading
lists are not well prepared for problem solving in the complex world in which
they work. Rather than go to authoritative sources for information needed for
decision making, they tend to rely on other individuals who they hope will
know more than they do on varying topics.

Faculty have the responsibility for developing in students the skills and
knowledge base relevant for professional careers and advanced studies. Pro-

viding students with textbook assignments and reading packets are important
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initial steps in instruction. These form the foundation of thoughtful classroom
discussions and out—of—classroom assignments ; however, asking students to
independently identify and analyze other resources such as articles from pro-
fessional or scholarly journals, position papers compiled by professional or-
ganizations, or committee reports issued by governmental entities will help
students to develop strategies that they will use in professional positions. Re-
source—based learning also contributes to the development of critical think-
ing. Instead of being receptacles of information, students become actively en-
gaged in building strategies to find information and creating their knowledge
base in specific fields. Rather than accepting any written article or computer—
generated information as the ultimate and unchal-lenged truth, students also
learn to examine and challenge information no matter the format or mode of
presentation. They begin to seek conflicting viewpoints because they grow
more confident in their abilities to analyze evidence. Resource—based learning
bridges the gap between the classroom and what goes on outside of it.
Faculty develop courses and assignments that require students to find and
use information from a variety of sources.” Only when faculty require stu-
dents to use a variety of information resources as part of class assignments
do students receive the message that the ability to locate, evaluate, and effec-
tively use information is critical to learning. . . Librarians can provide critical
information about which resources are available and how they can be evalu-
ated and effectively used. Library research is a piece of the literacy puzzle,
and librarians building bridges with the faculty is critical ; neither supplants

the other.. .. .7
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Module 1-Introduction to the Internet

Module 2—-Communication over the Internet

Module 3-Internet Information Systems

Module 4-Resource Discovery

Module 5-Providing Information on the World Wide Web
Module 6-FTP and Remote Access (Optional)
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FE151% 12, Netscape Navigational Tools, Hyperlinks, Netscape Toolbar, Loca-
tion Field, Directory Buttons, Bookmarks, US Network Backbone, Client/Server
Model, Internet Protocols, Email, Client Software for Email, Usenet News, In-
formation Systems, WWW, Multimedia on the Web, Telnet to remote comput-

ers, Gohper Menus, Internet Catalogs (Directories), Internet Indexes, Research
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¥t 1: RESEARCHING THE SOCIAL SCIENCES (8545893 5 /3 %)
by Mary Reddick
Required Texts
Fay, Brian. Contemporary Philosophy of Social Science : A Multicultural Approach.
Oxford : Blackwell Publishers, 1996.
Goodman, Robert F. and Fisher, Walter R. Rethinking Knowledge : Reflections
Across the Disciplines. New York : State University of New York Press, 1995.
“Navigating Among the Disciplines : The Library and Interdisciplinary Inquiry, ” ed-
ited by Carole L. Palmer. Library Trends (Fall, 1996).

Course Descriptioh
This three credit course is designed for upper level undergraduate students who
would like to improve their library research skills and broaden their awareness of
philosophical issues in the social sciences. Reading, writing, and researching em-
phasis is placed on non—quantitative, cross—disciplinary issues in the social sci-

ences.

Course Objectives

a) To explore information sources in the social sciences that are available in the Mar-
riott Library and other research centers throughout the world.

b) To discover philosophical issues in the social sciences that are relevant to the ways
in which the various practitioners of the disciplines understand their dis ciplines
and dlssemmate thelr research, writing, and publication.

¢) To understand the development of disciplinary and cross—disciplinary assumptions
and interrelationships among scholarly publications in the social sciences.

d) To improve writing skills and to encourage an understanding of the writing proc-
ess by cultivating the ability to gather and apply information to specific problem

solving tasks.

Course Requirements and Grading
Bibliography : 60 points total (12 citations @ 5 points each)
Class Presentation : 20 points total
Journal Writing : 100 points total (4 assignments @ 25 points each)
Quizzes 20 points total (4 quizzes @ 5 points each)

Bibliography
Each student is expected to compile a bibliography of twelve sources. The topic of
the bibliography is at the discretion of the student, but it should be related to an
issue or issues in the philosophy of the social sciences. The sources listed in the
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bibliography must be derived from at least five different databases or electronic re-
sources accessible in the Marriott Library. Of these five, one citation must be to a
full text document found on the World Wide Web. The sources must be cited in
an acceptable bibliographic style, such as the MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual
for Writers, or the Chicago Manual of Style. The database or other electronic re-

source in which the citation was found should follow each citation in parentheses.

Example : Axtell, Guy S. “In the Tracks of the Historicist Movement : Re—Assessing
the Carnap—Kuhn Connection.” Studies in History and Philosophy of Science 24
(1993) : 119-146. (Historical Abstracts)

Class Presentation
The final two days of class have been reserved for class presentations. Each student
will present and describe the particular search strategy and Search Engine or other
method of searching the Web that was used to find the full text document that is

cited in your bibliography.

Journal Writing
Each student is expected to write two or three pages in response to each journal as-
signment. Your journal may be in any form that you prefer: You may use a word
processor, a typewriter, or write by hand in a spiral notebook or on separate pieces
of blank or lined paper. Although the primary purpose of the journal assignments
is to promote critical thinking about the reading assignments, neatness, good gram-

mar, and proper spelling are encouraged.

Quizzes
There will be four very short in—class quizzes. The purpose of these quizzes is to en-
courage frequent reflection about the central issues involved in the reading assign-

ments.

Class Participation
The success of this class is dependent upon each student’s preparedness and willing-

ness to participate in weekly class discussions.

Internet Account
Each student is expected to have Internet access and services. If you do not yet have
access to the Internet, please set up immediately an electronic mail account with

the University of Utah Computer Center.
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Plagiarism
According to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, plagiarism means
using another person’s ideas or expressions in your writing without formal ac-
knowledgment. Any'student found guilty of plagiarism in this class will receive a

failing grade.

E#! 2 : Internet Navigator Course Modules—Syllabus (75"

Module 1-Introduction to the Internet

Module 1" will introduce you to the basic Internet concepts. Start by taking the Net-
scape Tutorial which teaches basic navigation techniques. Proceed next to the In-
ternet Overview which covers the evolution of the Internet and explains basic prin-
ciples behind “the Net.”

Things To Do : Take the Netscape tutorial.
Go through the Internet Overview.
Practice Netscape using the navigation techniques outlined in the tu-
torial.
Glossary for Module 1
QuIZ

Module 2—-Communicating over the Internet

The Internet is a powerful tool for communication. A variety of means of electronic
communication are available. Here, we will examine the most widely used com-

munication tools, electronic mail and Usenet newsgroups.

Things To Do : Select a topic to research throughout this course.
Find a mailing list related to your topic and subscribe. (If you are
unable to find a list related to your topic, find a list of interest and
subscribe. )
Find a Newsgroup article related to your topic. Identify the news-
group to which this article was posted.

Assignments : 1. Subscribe to the mailing list for Internet Navigator students.

(There are instructions in the electronic mailing list section of this

module. )

2. Send a message to the Navigator list to introduce yourself to the
other Navigator students around the state. In this message, de-
scribe the topic you have selected.
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3. Send email to your preceptor with names of newsgroups you
found useful in researching your topic.
Glossary for Module 2
UlZ

Module 3-Internet Information Systems

Internet information can be provided in many ways. This module explains the vari-
ous information systems and allows you to examine a wide variety of electronic

resources and collect those of interest.

Internet Resources available through Utah Academic Libraries

Things To Do : Create a bookmark list with Internet resources on your selected
topic.

Glossary for Module 3

QuIZ

Module 4—Resource Discovery

There are many ways to locate resources on the Internet. This module will examine
some of the tools available to help you search for information on specific topics.
You will investigate Internet catalogs, which organize resources by subject. You
will also be introduced to Internet indexes, which allow you to search using key-
words. Research strategies will be presented and you will be expected to develop

criteria for evaluating resources on your chosentopic.

Things To Do : Use YAHOO or another Internet catalog to locate resources on your
topic.
Use Alta Vista or another Internet index to search for and locate re-
sources on your topic.
Evaluate the resources you find based on specific criteria.
Assignments : 1. Create an annotated list of the best 5 resources on your topic and
email the list to your preceptor. Describe your experience with In-
ternet catalogs and Internet indexes.
Explain the criteria you used to evaluate the resources and justify
your top 5 choices.
Glossary for Module 4

QuIZ

Module 5-Providing Information on the World Wide Web
The most popular way to provide information on the Internet is via a World Wide
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Web Home Page. This module will introduce you to the HyperText Markup Lan-
guage used to create Web pages. Your final project will be a Web page listingthe

best 5 resources you found on your chosen topic.

Assignments : 1. Create a Web page which lists your top 5 resources. You may use
the form or the template provided to create your page. You may also design your
own home page to display the information if you feel adventurous with your new
HTML skills. The page must include : .your name. your topic, The criteria you
used to evaluate your resources, a link to each resource, and a brief description of
each resource with an explanation of why you selected it.

Glossary for Module 5 .

UIZ

Module 6-FTP and Remote Access (OPTIONAL)
There are no assignments for this optional module. This information is provided as

additional information for those interested in learning more about downloading

files and dial up, or remote, access to the Internet.

ETREFICTHIEMPI TR ) v o THL, ZOWMSEEES L L i
M7 7 AM~NY v Tt 5,

& ¥l 3 : Internet Navigator Student Skills Surveys

(This survey will be kept strictly confidential and used only for evaluating the success

of this new course)

1) Are you a distance learning, non—traditional or traditional student?
Distance Learning Traditional
Non-Traditional
2) How did you learn about the Internet Navigator course ? (Select all that apply)

Course Bulletin Course Schedule

Flyer Ad in Newspaper
Poster in Hallway of Buildings Word of Mouth
Faculty Advisor E-mail Announcement
Internet Search other

3) Do you have a computer at home?
Yes No
4) Do you have a computer at work (for your own use) ?
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Yes No

5) For the computer you use most, how often do you use it?
Daily to Weekly Weekly to Monthly
Less than Monthly Very Rarely
Never

6) How much have you used the Internet?

Daily to Weekly Weekly to Monthly
Less than Monthly Very Rarely
Never

7) If you have used the Internet, which services have you used?

(Select all that apply) Email

Listservs Newsgroups
Telnet Downloading Files
FTP Gopher Menus

World Wide Web
8) Have you used other Online Services ? (Select all that apply)

America Online Compuserve
Genie Prodigy
Delphi #*0ther
None

**If Other, which online services have you used:

9) Have you used any of the following online databases and indexes?
(Select all that apply)

Indexes of journal or magazine articles Medline

Lexis/Nexis First Search

**QOther None

**If Other, which online databases or indexes have you used :
10) I want to learn about the Internet because:

11) My expectations for the course are :



