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Robert Grant’s Different Worlds

Alden E. Matthews

My introduction to the worlds of Robert Grant began in 1952, our
first year as missionaries in Japan. Robert and Jean had returned
to the U. S. on furlough after their first five years of service at The
Doshisha. Since their house would be empty for a year we were
assigned to live in it for our first year of language study. Through
that house, its small garden, Otsui San (who stayed to help us over
our ﬁrs;c hurdles), and the neighborhood, we began to explore Robert’s
worlds.

The walls of his pleasant study on the first floor just off the front
genkan were lined with shelves which were full of Robert’s books—
books on literature, American and British ; books on history, Japanese
and American ; books on culture, east and west; books on religions;
modern western novels; and English translations from Japanese. It
was in that room that we first encountered Natsume Soseki’s “ Bot-
chan” and the fascinating Makioka sisters. It was from Robert’s
books that we began to glimpse what Endo Shusaku would later call
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the “swamp” of Japanese culture and Benda San would label Nihon-
kyo (Japanese religiosity).

The next year, when the Grants were back from furlough and we



