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WE MUST BE DAMNED FOR SOMETHING, MAKE IT Jazz!

What is this Jazz? — A mad inebriation,
Vibration, syncopation, agitation,
, Gyration, hesitation, corruscation,
Clamation, lamentation, ululation,
Sensation, titillation, exaltation,
Negation, affirmation, dubitation,
Elation, elevation, cachinnation,
Damnation, dissipation, degradation!

The Jazzer toils not, neither doth he spin,

But gambles, smokes, and drinks and bets on horses.
‘Tis Jazz that leads the feet to paths of sin;

It breaks up homes, it stimulates divorces,
It wrecks the nerves, it makes a horrid din,

Impairs both taste and health and wastes resources;
It tempts our boys from virtue and the farm,
And that is why we view it with alarm.

From Arthur Geuiterman: “Jazz”
Editor’s Drawer, Havper’s Magazine
October, 1923



