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“(Genius, all over the world, stands hand in hand, and one

shock of recognition runs the whole circle round.'?
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He is infinitely too fond of allegory, and can never hope for
popularity so long as he persists in it. This he will not do, for
allegory is at war with the whole tone of his nawure, which
disports itsell never so well as when escaping from the mysticism
of his Goodman Browns and White Old Maids into the hearty,
genial, but still Indian-summer sunshine of his Wakeficlds and
Little Annie’s Rambles.”
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...spite of all the Indian-summer sunlight on the hither side of
Hawthorne’s soul, the other side... is shrouded in a blackness,

ten times black. (NN, 243)
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...while freely acknowledging all excellence, cverywhere, we
should refrain from unduly lauding foreign writers and, at the
same time, duly recognize the meritorious writers that are our

own. (NN, p. 248)
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...one of the gentlemen [Holmes]... gave it as his deliberate
opinion and as the result of a most elaborate and searching
scrutiny, that in less than twenty years it would be a common
thing to grow in these United States men sixteen and seventeen

feet high; and intellectual in proportion.®
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I remember the conversation at table chiefly ran on the
physical differences between the present American and English

men, Hawthorne stoutly taking part in favor of the American.®
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Dr Holmes said some of his best things and drew the whole
company out by laying down various propositions of the superi-
ority of Englishmen, Melville attacked him vigorously. Haw-
thorne looked on and Fields his publisher smiled with internal
satisfaction underneath his curled whiskers at the good tokens
of a brilliant poems from Holmes in a few days at the Yale Col-

lege celebration.*
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I snatch the book along whose burning leaves/His scarlet web
our wild romancer wecaves,/Yet, while proud Hester’s fiery
pangs T share,/ My old MAGNALIA must be standing there 1
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But Hudson’s banks. ../ Swell the small creature to alarming
size;/... Titanic pygmics, shining light obscure,/His favored
sheets have managed to secure,/Whose wide renown beyond

their own abode/Extends for miles along the Harlaem road;...

(p. 179)
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He cry “provineial,” with imperious brow!/... A third-rate
college licked him to the shape,/Not of the scholar, but the
scholar’s ape! (pp. 179-180)
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“Hawthorne and His Mosses” O #EERB T T, »~v—F (Leon
Howard) i x0 & s i —v - HE-ThE LD R Sz s
L, 4 Melville Log @i Cix 8 A 11 AiEEBH L5 iiLizdl
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the Review was too carelessly written. .. he dashed it off in great

haste & did not see the proof sheets,...*

ETAMNED—GT, "—v-ORICOFHEFTINIIL I X007 LT
FINRk -V K EAR LA B TA VATt EEATA ™ 1
HEROHTE, AT g EENE -V - T ETR s T RN NS BN
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Al g REFONY) Y A T - i, BRSBTS
2 NURB -, ¥4 30 70— FUHEROSMER-> TH3he
EBALLGLWHE® A vy VOFHEBERERLIIFA VR EF =
{M. R. Davis & W.H. Gilman) 3 “The evidence iz conflicting as to
whether Melville wrote the essay before or afler he met Hawthorne.”
LRt TV A P v 4 v Northwestern-Newberry Jifi T, 4%ic
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WL, 1) AEBHTACL 2 WO EET—Mbid 5, Literary World
T FF AL ERODEIEL TS,

...no American writer should write like an Englishman or a
Frenchman; let him write like a man, for then he will be sure
to write like an American. Let us away with this leaven of
literary {lunkeyism towards England. If either must play the
flunkey in this thing, let England do it, not us.®

LT BB OBIL, AV 4 VDERTI “Let us away with” D 3 12
“this Bostonian leaven...”” & T, HIRNZEEL T 2@ Bostonian A3 5
RO o7, NN 07+ 2 M TR, fiMNIzL 3, 2Ok 5 2R
DU - BN B L TEE LI, A0y A DB EERT [F2
ADRMEIE STV A A F ) AT RT S LFEEO BREFHRLOET L
51 (p.248) LECIZOE, WOEHTEHSHO &~ L ZOMBEEBL T
DECEN ST EHEALGNS, TOLFE»E THEA AL Bl SNz 0R,
5 { Literary World D5 4 %2 2 D¥Ei B VR DIZB D, 44 %S
AR N OFFRAPIERE R BB LT LI (RS-0 5 5 L,
A gV R — A ZCEBRT D E B DA & LB AL
0B BRI OM G LA, T2 kAl 28 Thiug, 855 H
DFHETFRA P ADSBEE D 5 DIERIF — & XK T 2 HRHIHHE 5 5
ish, BETHRELNIORTORENDL L L REZOBIBELbE
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H= A XOROT CHEEATOT, BRBHH 5 3T — 4 HH %
PolrLBONI Bp o B, COFRYERICLIIL & AEKD
KEREH G, COERH -1 e BbNE, - v iE NNIFO “Historical
Note” ¢z D ““Bosionian” DHlfa% Bz LT, COEFIRDR{EE
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RARCHEADTHNE FLIZA @ T3 <355, b5, COMF%
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AL BGOSR TAstrea” 1T HIAA, TOHT, AT R T
A ) HERRLEOH - T EH % “Hawthorne and His Mosses™ 104 §iA
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A Ao s IR “Hawthorne and his Mosses” &, & — v — O[O
BEEP®ALIY. o4 7 AT OB AT 2 BRERLIZD LT,
MR 2 v 4 VO BGOIRER BB - TV S L 2 RELMITY, SR
TEIrE A, Mosses from an Old Manse DFFEE L TR -OfFam L b Y,
8HSHDA — A ZEORPITEREBEFEL T, W8 H 5 AOHE
Y, AT g E s AXEDHRAITTERD O TR, LD
A A N g v &=y — R OVERII T Rl L Tl - T fERE D
ABENTHEIDEG, ®—v—r b ALy VEFEERED, S ADRLY
BEZE-nTEE - E3FHOEY TH S, k=W = RAD R
A g— 70,8 B 7 B4l met Melville, the other day, and
liked him so much that T have asked him to spend a few days with me
before lcaving these parts.”™ :drx, ZENNIT b O AT 4
MEEHSCRERLFETHACEREAT., (AT VO FHRIZOH 3
F—7 BIEEELII™ 36— — w3 0T g via - UHRIT, &
CERA TN S TI A MY g M DR R H 4 v P ITHATRETTE 50,
EHHILHATHREB2ROL FCTA F 7 WHRA T,

I have read Melville’s works with a progressive appreciation of
the author. No writer ever put the teality before his reader
more unflinchingly than he does in “Redburn,” and “White
Jacket.,” “Mardi” is a rich book, with depths here and there
that compel a man to swim for his life. It is so good that one

scarcely pardons the writer for not having brooded long over it,
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0 as to make it a great deal better,”

FOL, An g VB EZTHE LT “Hawthorne and His Mosses™ 33
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Synopsis

Melville’s Article on Hawthorne

—A Study on the Relationship between
Melville and Hawthorne

Nobunao Matsuyama

In “Hawthorne and His Mosses,” first published in the Liferary
World for August 17 and 24, 1850, Meiville discussed Hawthorne
and his second collection of short picces, Mosses from an Old Manve
(1846). But his discussions extended so far as to cover the argu-
ments on Shakespeare and furthermorz to defend American authors
and their works.

With this essay there have been some textual problems since its
first appearance. Some of them are due to prinier’s errors as Melville
was not given the chance of reading the proofs. The most famous
error is found in a passage where King Lear is referred to as speak-
g “the same madness of vital truth.” What Melville intended
was an oxymoron, ‘‘sane madness.” In the Northwestern-New-
berry edition of Melville’s works many other cases of Melville’s origi-
nal intention as revealed in the MS, a fair copy prepared by Mrs
Melville and corrected by Melville himself, were examined and
adopted afier due consideration.

Despite this “authentic” edition, some related questions still
remain unsolved; for example, why did Evert Duyckinck, the editor

of the Literary World, so hasten in publishing this article in the August
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17 issue as not to allow Melville to read the proof? When was this
article writlen? Was it written before Augunst 5, 1850, when Mel-
ville met with Hawthorne and others in the picnic at Monument
Mountain, or after that date?

One of the characteristics of this essay is Melville’s emphasis on
the blackness of darkness in Hawthorne. It is true that Melville’s
mounting interest in the dark and tragic aspect of man and his
universe led him to emphasize Hawthorne’s darkness. But why
did he put so much emphasis on the dark aspect of Hawthorne?
Another characteristic is the enthusiastic defense of American authors
and their works with emphasis not known in his other revicws.
Why that much enthusiasm? It cannot be accounted for simply by
his interest in Hawthorne alone.

The present article is to answer these questions by comparing
Melville’s essay with Poe’s review and by examining the memorable
picnic of August 5 and also Oliver Wendell Holmes’s poem “As-

3

treea.”  Melville intended in his article, it seems, to refute Poe’s
contention that Hawthorne’s essence is to be found in the Indian-
summer sunlight of such works as “Wakefield” or “Little Annie’s
Ramble.”” Melville intended also to refute what Holmes would say
in his poem to be read at a meeting of Phi Beta Kappa of Yale Col-
lege on August 14, What was interesting, among others, when
Melville met with Hawthorne for the first time on August 5, was
that Melville attacked Holmes who insisted on the superiority
of Englishmen. Duyckinck knew somehow in advance what wouid

be Holmes’s attitude in his Phi Beta Kappa poem and most pro-

bably encouraged Melville to develop at his earliest convenience
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such ideas of his own as would argue against Holmes's on the situ-
ation of American authors and their books. Obviously Melville
had written before August 5 the passages in which he discussed
Hawthorne and Shakespeare, but the fervid discussions in defense
of Amcrican authors and the denunciation of the “Bostonian leaven
of literary flunkeyism™ were written after the hot arguments he held
with Holmes on August 5.

Hawthorne must have becn deeply impressed with Melville,
For, only two days after the first encounter with Melville, he re-
vealed his willingness to invite Melville to his house for a few days,
and also he asked Duyckinck to send some of Melville’s books that
he had not yet read, Thus before he came to know Melville’s ar-
ticle Hawthorne showed an unusual intercst in Melville, and after
he read the article and knew who wrote it he was more pleased to
find in Melville an avid admirer for himself. While Poe’s 1847 ar-
ticle on Hawthorne caused the rupture of their relationship, Mel-
ville’s successfully contributed to a friendly association with Haw-

thorne.



