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Opposition Lawmakers from 1916 to 1918 in Japan :

SEKI Kazutomo of the Constitutional Association (Kenseikai)

Yoshinori Kawasaki

The Japanese political party, the Constitutional Association (Kenseikai), criticised the
TERAUCHI Masatake Cabinet as nothing more than a military clique. However, when the
HARA Takashi Cabinet was established as a party cabinet, the Kenseikai sought new controver-
sial issues as an opposition party. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the political activities of
opposition lawmakers from 1916 to 1918 in Japan through an examination of SEKI Kazutomo, a
member of the Diet from Chiba Prefecture. He criticised the TERAUCHI Cabinet under the po-
litical slogan “destroy the clique,” then in the following HARA Cabinet, he opposed their policy
of expanding higher education as being a local concession that benefited only the upper classes.
Contrariwise, SEKI advocated a policy of improving elementary and secondary education, in-
cluding the idea of national education, to prepare for universal suffrage in which all classes par-
ticipate.

Key words : Constitutional Association, TERAUCHI Masatake, HARA Takashi
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