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Memorandum for a Racial Harassment Case in a Company

Ryuta Itagaki

This paper is a memorandum that I submitted to the Osaka District Court. In this case, a
Zainichi Korean woman who has a South Korean nationality charged the company and its chair-
man with their racial harassment to her. First, I confirmed that the documents distributed fre-
quently by the chairman to employees in a formal style, empowered by structural conformity of
employees, create her work environment. Second, analyzing the discourse of the distributed
documents, I proved that they essentialize the “Koreans” negatively and then attack the “enemy”
under the binary opposition of friend-enemy (Carl Schmitt), which in effect create hostile work
environment for her. Lastly, describing her life history and referring the civil rights laws in the
U.S.A, I concluded that the act of the distribution of the documents constitutes racial harassment.

Key words : Racial harassment, Hostile work environment, Speech act theory, Discourse analy-
sis, Friend-enemy distinction





