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Abstract

Fumikazu KISHI, The Rhetoric of Visual Images for Advertising Purposes:
Observations Derived from Utamaro’s Beauty Prints

Studies of Japanese advertising concede that the history of modern
Japanese posters started with one depicting a beautiful woman in the Genroku
style. That poster was produced by Mitsukoshi Gofukuten (the first department
store), in 1907, and its roots can be traced back to Edo-Period ukiyo-e beauty
prints. This study examines two series of beauty prints by Utamaro—7he Peers
of Sake Likened to Select Denizens of Six Houses (1794-97) and Summer Outfits:
Beauties of Today (1804-06)—in order to determine what mechanism would
be effective in promoting their respective products, from the perspective of
two rhetorical devices: metaphor and metonymy. These devices defer to the
similarities and contiguity, respectively, between two different things.
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