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SUMMARY

Jesussaid “Blessed are you poor, for yoursisthe Kingdom of God.” (Lk.6.20) Thisiscertainly
apronouncement of hisblessing, but it isaradical reverse from our ordinary understanding of
value, because we usually think “wealth gives us happiness.” How can we understand this
saying of Jesus and what did he really mean by it? Through a comparison of Lk.6.20 and its
parallel passage in Mt.5.3 we find the latter contains additional words which show some
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interpretation added by evangelist Matthew or by the early church. This suggests that such
interpretation by the church permeated alsoin the L ukan passage. By such analysisof Synoptic
traditions this paper attempts to clarify Jesus' thoughts on poverty and wealth and how he
expressed his unique understandings. Jesus, standing on the absolute confidence in God,
refused alife depending on possessions, and stressed to entrust al to God. It is aso possible
to point out that there is hyperbolein his sayings concerning poverty and wealth.
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