(EREYE | (1834) & Oliver Twist

FERE I

T THEERE | T 3 EEEF

WEICIESTlEs > v afiiciofgs L, THERUFOEES
&, Oliver B (¥ L., BOFEREDR 220w, FixwnED,
HERED L 2 B~HL LN, “Please, sir, I want some more."! & Za8H4>
FTEER Lz, ZRBPEQ L5 AMA LWFEREESER T, 1LY
DL EERTH D,

iR+ s, o, £FEOFY EY ok,
S BlER2 24T dER LB AXCHMLTFLELIA L -T2, A
ey Fazfvay, TLTERICSHSHRBROERIHRD TS5, 25
BROTEERO E2EE, BFo-o-SS 3T A 50 5 BICE 0 E -
foo FMERIBMEIFIEENEE SN [FHEE] b, %R ~hE
o THREWRO 5% {FE, Dickens 31— LTHH, EFoarA
& DEEEICE o TV 5o RHO OB, (AAREESR L EEFE TS Y
K, T TEHFERD xR ERRE L Oliver Twist » OREE
Honic Lt BIOTH 5,

Bl 7T, Oliver Twist OIAR X AT 1837 IR D b 5 A {Eaiisit e o,

The Workhouse Boy?

The cloth was laid in the Vorkhouse hall,
The great-coats hung on the white-wash’d wall;
The paupers all were blithe and gay,
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Keeping their Christmas holiday,

When ithe Master he cried with a roguish leer,

“You'll all get fat on your Christmas cheer!”

When one by his lcoks did seem to say,

“T'Il have some meore soup on this Christmas-day.”
Oh the Poor Vorkhouse Boy, elc.

At length, all on us to bed vos sent,
The boy vos missing—in search ve venl:
Ve sought him above, ve scught him below,
Ve sotight him vith faces of grief and woe;
Ve sought him that hour, ve sought him that night;
Ve sought him in fear, and ve sought him in fright,
Ven a young pauper cried “I knoews ve shall
Get jolly wvell vopt for losing our pal.”
Oh the Poor Vorkhouse Boy, etc.

Ve sought in each corner, each crevice ve knew;

Ve sought down the vard, ve sought up the flue;

Ve sought in each kettle, each saucepan, each pot,

In the water-butt look’d, but found him net.

And veeks roll’d on;—ve vere all of us told,

That somebody said he’d been bwlk’d and sold;

Ven our master goes out, the Parishioners vild,

Cry “There goes the cove that burk’d the poor child.”
Oh the Poor Vorkhouse Boy, eic.

At length the soup copper repairs did need,

The Coppersmith came, and there he seed,

A dollop of bones lay a grizzling there,

In the leg of the breeches the poor boy did vear!
To gain his fill the boy did stoop,
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And, dreadful to tell, he was boil’'d in the soup!
And ve all of us say, and ve say it sincere,
That he was push’d in there by an overseer,

Oh the Poor Vorkhouse Boy, etc.
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the justices shall _inquire of the boy whether he is willing and
desirous to follow the business, and if he may not, they shall not
sanclion the binding!
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been up a chimney ten times worse than that, and why can’t he do
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“That’'s acause they damped the straw afore they lit it in the
chimbley to make ’‘em come down agin. . .that's all smoke, and
no blaze; vereas smoke ain't ¢ no use in making a boy come
down, for it only sinds him to sleep, and that's wot he likes. Boys
is wery obstinit, and wery lazy, gen'lmen, and there's nothink
like a good hot blaze to make 'em come down vith a run. It's
humane foo, gen'lmen, acause, even if they've stuck in the
chimbley, roasting their feet makes ‘em struggle 1o hexftricate
theirselves.” (I, 16)
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Q. How many Commandments have vou and such as you are to
keep?
A. Ten.
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Q. Which be they?

A, The same Which the Poor Law Commissioners make in
Somerset House, saying, We are thy lords and masters, who have
caused thee to be confined as in bastiles, and separated thee and
the wife of thy bosom, and the children of thy love. 1st, Thou
shalt obey no laws but ours, . 2nd, Thou shalt not make to thyself
any substitute for skilley, nor the likeness of tea, or any other
kind of food, or drink, except as is allowed in the workhouse; for
we are very jealous men, punishing with severity any fransgression
against our laws. 'Should’st thou disobey in this, we shall teach
vou a lesson that shall last thee all the days of thy life.
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The poor in the Union workhouse are amply provided for: their
diet is Wholesomé, substantial, at the same time fully sufficient.
Their cleanliness is a matter of great consideration; they receive
the utmost attention, when needing it, from the very able Medical
Gentleman who superintends the medical department. Their
clothing is suitable; their moral and religious improvement duly
attended to; and their general comforts most indubitably exceed
by far what they could possibly enjoy elsewhere!!
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He was to clear the sitreets of vagrants and beggars for the Con-
stable; io help the Overseers to collect the Poor Rate, carry out the
removals of paupers to their seftlemenis, and prevent householders
harbouring lodgers from other parishes: to keep order, under the
direction of the Churchwardens, in the church and churchyard
during Divine Service; on behalf of the Vestry Clerk to “cry” the
naotices of Vestry meetings and announcemenis of decisions there
arrived at—in short, to be on hand whenever any superior officer
of the parish required an assistant, a messenger, or a porter
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[z (1834) = Cliver Tuwist
Synopsis

The New Poor Law of 1834
and Oliver Twist

Takao Saijo

The scene of Oliver asking for more claims universal admiration. A
hungry boy asks for another bowl of thin gruel for mere survival, thus
opposing the rigid workhouse syslem that is firmly controlled by the
utilitartan spiril. The situation evokes in us a strong sense of sym-
pathy towards the boy and a strong strong sense of horror against the
system. What is written about the workhouse system in the early
chapters of Cliver Twist seems to be based on well-founded facls,
slightly exaggeraled perhaps, but largely confirmed by street-literature,
newspaper articles, and the annual reporls of the Poor Law Commis-
sioners and their interpretations.

The ballads such as “The Workhouse Boy” and “Baby Farming” have
the same humanitarian sppeal to the general public as Oliver Tuvist,
The broadsheet, entitled “The Peor Law Catechism,” tells the spirit of
the workhouse system, which regards the inmates as convicts. Even
the atrocious words of Mr. Gamfield the chimney sweeper canmot be
disposad of as exaggerations, when we read a police case of 1839, cited
by John Ashton in his Gessip. Bul the most powerful agent for exposing
the il administration of the New Poor Law was The Time:s. Ils owner

and its editor. out of the humanitarian concern towards their fellow
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people, fought against the new law confinually from the days of the
parliamentary debate in 1834. And young Dickens seems to have taken
“most of his information as well as a confirmation of his basic position
from The Times" (Dennis Walder).

What Dickens did in the novel based on this topical issus of the
time, was to put in contrast utilitarianism and humsnitarianism, and to
expose the hrutal facts of how small boys in a workhouse were bullied,
starved, and disposed of under a calious philosophy, Poor Oliver's
diet might have been an exaggeration, but a factual example which the
Select Committee of Inquiry found in Fareham Workhouse in 1837
testifies that the situation was very similar.

All such facts are deftlv controlled as general truths, and without
giving the specific name of the place, thus avoiding the poignancy of
the satire, Dickens succeeded in portraying a situation that can enjoy
a wide appeal. His satire is directed not towards the system itseld,
but fowards the idictically cruel individuals who administer the system
in the workhouse. This is most apparent in the case of Mr. Bumble,
who in the course of time falls from the height of pride and dignily to
the bottom of human misery, as an inmate of a workhouse,

Although the workhouse satire occupies only a portion of Oliver
Twist, it i3 an admirable piece and a well-timed tract, which might
have helped to ignite the anti-Poor Law agitation that flared up in
1837-8.



