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Synopsis
The American “Literary War” in the 1930s (IV)

——The Second American Writers’ Congress—-—

Hideo Higuchi

It was a symbolic event in the imminent failure of the People’s
Front strategy in the United States that the Second American
Writers’ Congress picked out Dos Passos’s The Big Money as the best
novel for 1936, although the writer makes it clear toward the end of
the novel that he has no confidence in the Communist Party. The
tactics of the Front was to attract the sympathy of the liberal intel-
lectuals and to make use of the celebrities to the Party’s advantage.
This kind of manceuver appeared to be effective at first in organizing
a greater Front, but in reality, it led to the inner conflict among the
progressives, culminating in the breakup of the Front into two groups:
Stalinists and anti-Stalinists.

The disruption of the monolithic organization of the progressive
intellectuals so far began to be apparent on the third day of the Con-
gress, when a handful of anti-Stalinists broke into the session for the
section of criticism chaired by Granville Hicks and the conference was
driven into entire cofusion. Among the intruders were Philip Rahv
and William Phillips who had been sctive in the proletarian writers’
movement. They declared at the Second Congress that they were so

disappointed at the current policy of the League of American Writers
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that they were going to publish a new Partisan Review. Their opinion
was that the League, which organized the Second Congfess} wrongly
took literary radicalism to be in the same tradition as liberal politics
and the literary tradition apparent in the United States.

Newton Arvin’s presentation at the Congress on the democratic tradi-
tion was one of the represetative poinions of the League in that he
was emphatic in his assertion that the revolutionary tradition had been
developed in the literary soil of America since its inception. Democracy
and revolutionary ideas were thought to be an inseparable entity.

This change of policy. of the League was so abrupt for some of the
members that they broke away from the League and established their
own independent literary movement. This was the foretaste of the bitter
experience of the failure of the People’s Front strategy culminating in

1939.



