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Political Speech from 1919 to 1920 in Japan :

SEKI Kazutomo of the Secretary-general of the Constitutional Association (Kenseikai)

Yoshinori Kawasaki

This paper aims to clarify the political activities of SEKI Kazutomo as the Secretary-general
of the Constitutional Association (Kenseikai), focusing on his speeches from 1919 to 1920 in Ja-
pan. As an opposition party member, he criticised the failure of negotiations at the Paris Peace
Conference and questioned the relationship between Lyuh Woon-hyung and the government. Ad-
ditionally, he served as Secretary-general of the opposition lawmakers in that he appealed to
public opinion by widely reporting the confrontation with Prime Minister HARA Takashi in the
Diet. However, his claim was inadequate in criticising internal affairs, as the party was not
united in favour of universal suffrage.

Key words : Constitutional Association, Paris Peace Conference, Universal suffrage
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