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Critical Examination of Jean Baudrillard’s Theory
of Simuracla, Simulation, and Hyperreality from
a Social Systems Theory Perspective

Takashi Ito

This study examines the social analysis of French sociologist Jean Baudrillard from a social
systems theory perspective, to establish a theoretical framework for analyzing contemporary me-
dia culture. Baudrillard coined such concepts as “simuracla” and “hyperreality” and argued that
the representation disseminated through media no longer has an original referent (the “reality” to
be represented) outside of the media sphere and that the representation is now more representa-
tive of reality itself. The sociological analysis of media culture is strongly influenced by his ar-
guments, as the arguments on hyperreality place much emphasis on the power of media. While
Baudrillard’s social analysis can be interpreted as criticism of a society that is highly controlled
by political and business elites, he also suggests tactics for individuals to escape from such con-
trol and approach reality through critical examination of the simuracla and the signs created in
the media. Social systems theory suggests that a society consists of a complex combination of
different social systems, each of which is autonomous while also being influenced by the others.
The author understands that the contemporary media culture can be conceptualized as a complex
combination of three social systems : “creation system,” “business system,” and “consumption
system.” The creation system is based on the communication of creators, likewise, the business
system is based on the communication of business practitioners and the consumption system is
based on the communication of consumers. As suggested by Baudrillard’s arguments, the busi-
ness system exerts a strong influence on the creation and consumption systems. However, this
does not mean that the business system fully controls the communication between creators and
consumers. The creation and consumption systems can critically observe the operation of the
business system and enjoy freedom to create and consume cultural products to a certain extents.
The conflict among different social systems can be interpreted as a major factor for the creativity
of media culture in capitalist societies.

Key words : Social systems theory, Hyperreality, Simulacra, Media culture, Culture industry





