Doshisha Journal of Health & Sports Science, 13, 19-28 (2021)

R =

JO0F\BICBIFDTORAR—YEFVVEY IDBHEAT A ) :
AN—YVERH(CEHET DIEELEDT F AN A=V T

B WLET KR BT EE BR 2%
e R 5 &’

Kig ",

Spectator style of professional sports and the Olympic Games
under COVID-19: Text mining of newspaper articles on
watching sports games

Honoka Fujita', Rikako Sahara', Takakage Soma', Taiki Goto',

Ko Ono', Hiroaki Ninomiya2

The purpose of this study was to clarify the style of spectator sports under COVID-19 and to examine new
styles of spectator sports by analyzing the contents of newspaper articles about watching sports games in the
Professional Baseball League, J League, B League, and Olympic Games. In order to analyze the actual condition
of the professional leagues, secondary data were collected by searching the databases of the five major Japanese
newspapers (Asahi Shimbun, Mainichi Shimbun, Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Sankei Shimbun, and Yomiuri
Shimbun). Text mining was carried out using the KH Coder. The results of content analysis confirm a new
style of spectator sports, as reflected in words related to "video distribution services" and "latest technologies."
We expect that this style of watching games not only in a stadium or an arena but in a virtual space will be
established as a new style of spectator sports.
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