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that folks can live so far off! Stranger ;

still, what queer ways they do fall into,

THE STORY OF NEESIMA. living there |

The family of Neesima helonged to the :

- cstablishment of a Japanese prince, his !

’%ESS than two years ago a young grandfather being “officer of whole the T

l-,- Llb  foreigner landed on our shores " prince’s servants,” and his father a sort :
with a personal history so sin- of scribe or secretary to the same grandec.
gular and suggestive that it deserves to Stili they lived by themselves in one of
be recorded. It shall be given, as far as the houses connected with the palace.

is possible, in his own fresh English, Funereal as all these buildings were ex- J
It was in the ancient city of Jeddo that ternally, Neesima's home, at least, must
Neesima first opened his eyes; and an have had a cheerful look inside, especially
' odd-looking town he must have thought the family sittingroom; its papered walls
it, if babies were not such unbiased ob- hung with qumix‘xt pictures, and lined with
servers: black houses, paper front doors, wardrobes full of oriental garments —
and ladies carried along the streels in bas- the floor hidden under heavy matting and.
kets, Strange, as the old woman said, ! trodden with unsandalled feet— the broad
E low window with its sliding sash of oiled

e : : .
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