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Abstract

Thinking on Border
—The Problematique of Border as Method or,

the Multiplication of Labor
Kazuki NISHIKAWA, et al.

In a significant book, Border as Method, or the Multiplication of Labor (Duke
University Press, 2013), Sandro Mezzadra and Brett Neilson provide us with a
revolutionary view about border; every subject is exposed to multiple borders
of, say, nation, race, gender, and language. Border is not just territorial one but
also social, cultural, or national one, and therefore recognizing border just as the
device of forming the nation-state is too simple to comprehend the contemporary
world. With this thesis, the book engages in the creation of the new concept,
such as struggle, translation, and common, in order to grasp the subject
living in the contemporary world where the nation-states, capital and other
governmental agencies assemble. In a word, the book forces us to transform the
way we comprehend people and the world around us.

The book adopts multiple frameworks of disciplines; sociology, economics,
area studies, and so on. However, the purpose of this is not to authorize
itself but to open the new framework which establishes another dimension of
discussion. Similarly, in this article what we intend is not to summarize the
whole discussion of this book, but to seek for the possibilities that the book
allows us to see. That is, we believe, to read critically Border as Method.

We begin with the discussion on area studies by using examples of
American studies and Okinawan studies, each of which authors of this article
specialize. Part of the significance of this book lies in the fact that a view
provided by this book challenges the existing framework of area studies. In area
studies, a certain area is taken for granted; there is, for example, American
studies and Asian studies. However, as Border as Method argues that thinking
just of territorial border is too simple, there is much to be missed when we
uncritically follow the framework of area studies and consider territorial borders
pre-given. Taking social, cultural, and economic borders into consideration, we
critically trace the limit of area studies.

Then we move through an analysis of power, which Border as Method puts
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emphasis on; agencies which exercise power are also multiplied. Even though
the nation-state still remains of great importance in analyzing the power, it is
capital which plays a significant role in producing the subject. The relationship
between the nation-state and capital is so complicated; both work for the similar
purpose sometimes and at other times each follows a different trajectory. As
a result, the multiple subjects are produced and this is the phenomenon the
book names the multiplication of labor. By drawing examples from the book as
well as continuing discussion on Okinawan studies, we carefully describe the
complicated relationship between the nation-state and capital.

Although several agencies including the nation-state and capital have a
significant influence on people living today, the subject itself, the book argues,
is far from being passive one; bordering comes with struggle against it. With
the concept of struggle, Border as Method tries to grasp the possibilities of
negotiation between people and power, allowing the positive interpretation of the
subject. Also important is the concept of translation, which enables the multiple
subjects to connect each other and thus creates the new form of common. In
the last part of this article, we engage in the discussion of how the concept of
struggle and translation can be the key concept for people living today. In the
end, we come to a conclusion that to think on the border is to challenge the
existing framework of academic disciplines, raising the fundamental question of

the way we get involved in the practice of knowledge.



