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An Attempt to Provide an Introduction to the Teaching Profession:
Learning from the Current Status of Schools and the Teaching
Profession

Hitoshi Nakanishi

Summary

“Introduction to Teaching Profession,” a subject provided by the
pedagogical course of Doshisha University, covers “the significance,
etc. of teaching as a profession.” “Introduction to the Teaching
Profession,” as an introductory subject in the pedagogical course, is
designed to provide students with various opportunities to
understand the significance of the teaching profession, the roles
teachers should play, and teachers’ job duties (including job
training, work rules, and guarantee of status), as well as
opportunities that contribute to career options.

I consider that to better understand teachers in occupational
terms, students enrolled in the introductory pedagogical course need
to look at the current status of teachers, students and schools from
the standpoint of teachers. Based on this concept, I designed a class
curriculum with focus on a more clinical approach, by incorporating
topics that reflect the present situations of teachers, students and
schools in each class.

This paper examines how my attempt made in terms of an
introduction to the teaching profession was received by students
aspiring to become teachers.
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