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A Dialogue Between the Protestant Church and Judaism
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Abstract

Since the Second World War, Germany has maintained a repentant attitude towards
Jews and Judaism. Under these circumstances, around the year 1990, the number of Jews
moving to Germany rapidly increased. This was because of Jews living in the former
Soviet Union flowing into the country. These migrants were not necessarily people or
relations of people that were once persecuted by the Nazis.

Under this new environment, with the full cooperation of Gemarker Church (part of
the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland) and other state churches, a new Jewish
synagogue was built in 2002, in one of the corners of the grounds of the Gemarker
Church. It was at this church that the Confessing Church opposing the Nazis gathered for
the first time, and “The Theological Declaration of Barmen” was adopted. Some
associate a build of the synagogue with the “Theological Declaration of Barmen” and
appreciate it. Based upon this, this paper considers ways for Christianity and Judaism to
coexist and how they can establish opportunities for communication, and looks at the
reality and ideals of these two religious groups to socially interact.

Keywords
Germany, Judaism, Barmen Declaration, Wuppertal, Confessing Church
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in Deutschland und Nordrhein-Westfalen von 1945 bis heute - ein Essay, in: Monika Griibel /
Georg Molich (Hrsg.), Jidisches Leben im Rheinland : vom Mittelalter bis zur Gegenwart,
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Barbara Dietz, p. 11. =% ¥ A RKEW#H % (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) ®7 — % |Z
L2, BEHEOEMOOREIZIIMAZENKELS, LER> TTRXRTOBRMNMTER
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