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ABSTRACT

The Implications of Regarding Japanese Women
as “Yami no Onna”: Roundups and Forced
Venereal Disease Examinations in the Early
Period of the American Occupation of Japan,
with Particular Reference to Kobe City.

Toshimi Chazono

What are the implications of regarding Japanese women as “Yami no Onna
(“Street Girls”)”? The purpose of this paper is to consider the problems of the
Japanese women who were called “Yami no Onna”. The phrase “Yami no
Onna” referred to those woman who had sex in exchange for money with
American soldiers or officers during the early period of the U.S. occupation of
Japan after World War 2.

There were many locations designated as “special comfort facilities” by the
Japanese Home Ministry. Some of these facilities were created on September
26, 1945 in Kobe City. Prostitutes—known euphemistically as "comfort
women'—were recruited mostly by through advertisements, but some were
also recruited through agents. Many women who found themselves in financial
difficulty at that time became "comfort women" out of necessity.

On Dec. 15th 1945, the “special comfort™ facilities in Kobe were suddenly
declared off-limits as a result of the spread of venereal diseases among many
soldiers and officers who frequented these places. Consequently, many "comfort
women" lost their jobs. Since the Japanese government failed to provide them
with any benefit, many of them were compelled to work as street girls. The
Japanese police and the American military police suddenly arrested many of
these unfortunate women in the vicinity of Kobe Station only three days after
the Special Comfort Association facilities had been declared off-limits. These
arrested women underwent forced venereal disease examinations in jail. All of

them were described as “Yami no Onna” in a report by the Kobe Shimbun.
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Three months after this incident, the security division of the Hyogo Prefectural
Police Department tightened the venereal disease control over women in Kobe.
Yet these were the selfsame men who had originally procured the "comfort
women" of the Special Comfort Facility Association recreation centers for the
American soldiers and officers.

The staff of the security division together with the American military
police arrested many women whose ages ranged between 12 and 72. All of
them were reported as “Yami no Onna”. In conclusion, it is possible to see from
primary sources that many women in Kobe during the early period of the U.S.
occupation were exposed to multilayered violence and prejudicial treatment.
This report will examine that the wide-ranging repercussions of the treatment

meted out to these unfortunate and victimized women.



