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This study examines how the concepts of biomedical ethics are considered n
Islam and how historical Islamic medical scholars treated the concept of ethics in
their practice of medicine. Moreover, this research explores the principle of autonomy
in biomedical ethics as a factor in Islamic practice of medicine. The issue of
autonomy in medical practice is an important topic of discussion requiring
examination of the methods of its adaptation and application in Muslim-majority
countries. The value and significance of this topic continues at a global level,
involving Muslim communities in Non-Muslim countries experiencing religious and
social diversity.

Deeper understanding of the concepts and roots contributes to the practical
value and efficacy of biomedical ethics in general and the principle of autonomy in
particular in diverse contemporary societies.

Historical records in Arabic in addition to the field's literature in English are
utilized for the research. It is found that biomedical ethics hold significant and
unique characteristics deeply connected to Sharia.

The more we understand Islamic perspectives of biomedical ethics and
autonomy the more diverse communities in global societies will achieve
understanding of each other. Moreover, this understanding facilitates and Improves
relations among medical practitioners and Muslim patients.

The fieldwork of this study was conducted in Turkey, Jordan and Gaza Strip,
Palestine, investigating the subject matter with practitioners in health care sectors

as well as with leading academics, researchers, non-government organizations and



policymakers.

The results indicate that the principle of autonomy is not fully implemented
m the three countries from an Islamic perspective. The respective medical
communities are still exploring ideas and methods of applying biomedical ethics and
especially the principle of autonomy. The result of this study will be
recommendations to medical practitioners in governmental and private sectors in
addition to related civil societies organizations that are active in health and medical

1ssues in Turkey, Jordan, and Gaza.



