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SUMMARY

The September 11 attacks have temporarily drawn world-wide attention to Islam. The fact
is, however, that there is still much misunderstanding of Islam and little sincere concern
about it. This article presents the case of one Iranian Muslim philosopher’s critique of
Christianity and Christian society in the West, which has brought about materialism and
atheism in the modern Western world. Motahhari’s concern, to be sure, is not merely
criticism of Christianity, but of the Western (Christian) way of speculation in general, that
is, dividing the world into two clear-cut spheres, known and unknown, or scientific and
mystical, which in his view has materialized in the final triumph of materialism (atheism)

over theism.
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The clerical profession suffers from two causes, one of which it shares with some other professions, while the
other is peculiar to itself. The cause peculiar to it is the convention that clergymen are more virtuous than other
men. Any average selection of mankind, set apart and told that it excels the rest in virtue, must tend to sink below
the average. Thisis an ancient commonplace in regard to princes and those who used to be called ‘the great’. But
it is no less true as regards those of the clergy who are not genuinely and by nature as much better than the
average as they are supposed to be. The other source of harm to the clerical profession is endowments.-----------
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